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In accepting the invitation to teach in your congrega-
tion, you have entered into a time of growing as a
Christian while you lead others to grow along with

you. Whether you are a teacher of children, youth, or
adults, knowing the language of faith is basic to your
teaching. As we teach and learn, we use the language of
faith to convey meaning to what we feel and believe.

This booklet is designed to provide basic knowledge
about faith language. Depending on your previous studies
in life, this booklet may serve as a crash course about 
the language of faith, a reminder of things you have for-
gotten, or an encouragement to continue learning about
our faith language.

Introduction
This booklet is dedicated to

YOU,
a teacher of 

children, youth, or adults,
WHO,

with fear, excitement, joy,
and commitment,

allows God to lead you 
in the call to 

TEACH.

The gifts he gave were that some would be . . .
teachers . . . for building up the body of Christ.

(Ephesians 4:11-12)

5
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Do you remember when you first realized that
the language we use in church is different from
the language we use in school or in the work-

place? You probably do not remember if you grew up in
the church. Even as a child, you probably used words
such as prayer, pray, church, and worship. You might
not have known exactly what they meant, but you most
likely did use the language.

Sometimes we hear from others that our language
stands in the way of helping people who are new to the
faith feel that they are part of the church. Our response
needs to be, “How do we help all of us appropriately
use the language of faith?” Not, “Why don’t we quit
using the words of faith?”

Teachers and small-group leaders are growing in faith.
As teachers, we pay attention to our relationships with
God and with others. We seek to live our faith in our
daily lives. We create safe, healthy settings for people to
seek God, to respond to God’s grace, and to find support
and encouragement for living as disciples in the world.

G rowing in faith, which helps us become spiritual 
leaders, is a life-changing experience that continues
t h roughout life. We do not have this experience alone. We
g row with the help of God and with the help of our con-
g regation as they support us by providing opport u n i t i e s
for learning, re s o u rces for teaching, prayer, and training.

This booklet is one of ten that will equip you for
teaching. Use the entire series to reinforce your own
knowledge, skills, and abilities.

Other booklets in this series are
What Every Teacher Needs to Know About 
• the Bible
• Christian Heritage
• Classroom Environment
• Curriculum
• Living the Faith
• People
• Teaching
• Theology
• The United Methodist Church

6 7

A Language 
of Our Own
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to study certain words as we teach so that students can
understand the meaning when we use the words.

Choose Language Carefully
Language is symbolic in nature. Therefore, our lan-

guage is sometimes a barrier, depending on the age or
life experiences of a person.

Think about a young child. While teaching we
might say, “The church is the house of God.” Now
think about the life experience of a child. That child
might think: House. A place where people eat, play,
s l e e p. They translate our phrase into thinking of the
c h u rch building as the actual place where God lives,
sleeps, and eats. It is our job as teachers of children to
use language the children can understand and to
explain what we mean.

Now think about an adult who is new to the faith. He
or she may have some of the same misunderstandings a
child has. However, we might forget to explain to adults
a term we use all the time. We might say, “Advent begins
next Sunday.” Even adults who have grown up in the
c h u rch may not be familiar with the names of the seasons
of the church year. We have to remind ourselves to stop
and explain the words we use.

As a start, think of some important words of faith.
The following sections include definitions of common
words you will probably use in teaching, whether you
work with children, youth, or adults.

9

Christians are interested in language because in
Scripture we see God acting through language. Read
John 1:1 in the New Testament. This Gospel begins
with the importance of the Word. Remember Ezekiel.
He talks about the word of God being as sweet as
honey on his tongue. Think about the Creation story in
Genesis 1: “And God said . . .” Our language is impor-
tant both in communicating the acts of faith and in
understanding the meanings of faith.

A Symbolic Language
All language stands for a concept. We look at a chair

and think: Sturdy object. People can sit on it. Part of a
room. We then translate that into one word, chair, to
convey the meaning of our thoughts.

The same is true with the language of faith. The
words we use convey a host of meanings. Sometimes we
understand quickly what a word means. For example,
because we see people praying, hear prayers spoken,
and read prayers in the Bible, we may catch on quickly
to what we mean by pray.

Other terms might be more difficult to grasp. Think
of the term perfection. As United Methodists, we may
hear in sermons or read in devotions John Wesley’s
phrase “going on to perfection.” While we might know
what perfection means when we refer to a piece of
work that has no flaws, we may not understand what
this means as it relates to John Wesley. So, we may need

8
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Words About 
the Church

We use the following words to help us 
know particular things about the churc h ,
the people of the church, and the place

w h e re we worship.

Altar
This word comes from the Latin word altare and

means a place of sacrifice. In the Christian church, the
word altar is commonly used to refer to the table at the
front of the church on which the Communion elements,
cross, candles, and offering plates are placed.

Baptismal Font
The water for baptism may be contained in a bowl

that rests in a freestanding piece of furniture.

11

For Personal Reflection
Think about the last time you taught. What church

words did you use? List them in the space below. If a
member of your class asked what the word meant, what
would you say?

10
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Pulpit
If a sanctuary has two speaker stands, the one on the

left (from where the congregation is sitting) is called the
pulpit. The sermon is usually preached from this stand.
The stand on the right is called the lectern.

Sanctuary
This word comes from the Latin word s a n c t u s, which

means holy. The sanctuary is a place used for re l i g i o u s
purposes. Throughout history it has been a safe place for
people to go. You might have heard the term s e e k i n g
s a n c t u a ry, which means looking for a safe place.

We have names for the different parts of the sanctu-
ary: Narthex/vestibule—the area at the back of the
sanctuary where people enter. Nave—the area of the
sanctuary where the pews in which the congregation sits
are located. Transept—the two areas (which may be
used for seating) in some churches that extend at right
angles from the nave, forming a cross. Chancel—the
area at the front of the church, often separated from the
nave by the altar rail, which contains the pulpit, lectern,
altar table, choir loft, and organ or piano.

13

Church
We use this word in two ways: to refer to the building

w h e re a congregation meets or to refer to the community
of God’s people who believe in Jesus Christ. This second
meaning is illustrated well in the hymn “We Are the
C h u rch” (The United Methodist Hymnal, 558).

Communion Table
This is the table where the elements for Communion

(the bread and the juice) are placed.

Congregation
When people who believe in Jesus Christ gather in a

particular place to worship and learn about God, they
are called a congregation.

Episcopal
This is a type of church administration that uses a

bishop as its chief office. The office of the bishop is
called the episcopal office.

Paraments
These are the cloths that are placed on the Com-

munion table, the pulpit, and the lectern. The color 
of the paraments usually reflects the color of the 
church season. Often, the paraments are decorated 
with Christian symbols.

12
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We all know that January 1 is the beginning
of each calendar year. In the church, we
have a different beginning for the year. The

Christian year helps us remember the life and teachings
of Jesus, so the church year starts with the time before
the birth of Jesus and continues through the coming of
the Holy Spirit and the spread of the good news of
God’s love through Jesus Christ.

Advent
This word comes from the Latin word adventus and

means arrival or coming. Advent starts four Sundays
before Christmas (usually the last Sunday in November
or the first Sunday in December). In this season, we 
prepare ourselves for celebrating again the birth of
Jesus. It is the first season of the Christian year. Often,
an Advent wreath with candles is used to help mark the

15

For Personal Reflection
Draw a sketch of your sanctuary and label the 

furnishings. If you were a newcomer, what questions
would you have about the use or the symbolism of the
items found in the sanctuary?

14

Words About the 
Church Seasons
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Lent
Just as we prepare for Christmas during Advent, we

prepare for Easter during the season of Lent. Lent is the
forty days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday
(not counting Sundays). It is a time of preparation for
the resurrection of Christ.

Today, many Christians engage in study, worship,
and spiritual renewal during Lent. It may also be a time
when Christians give up something that is bad for them,
such as overeating, treating others unkindly, or not
spending time with their families. Since every Sunday
for Christians is a celebration of Jesus’ resurrection (a
mini-Easter), Sundays during Lent are not days of peni-
tence. The color of Lent is purple.

Shrove Tuesday
The day before Lent begins is called Shrove Tuesday.

In some places, it is also called Fat Tuesday or Mardi
Gras. It is a time for one last celebration before the
beginning of Lent. In some places, pancakes are tradi-
tionally eaten on Shrove Tuesday. This has its origins in
using up all of the perishable ingredients, such as eggs
and butter, that would be given up during Lent.

17

passing of each Sunday in Advent. The color for this
season is purple or royal blue. Purple is a color of 
royalty and penitence. Blue is a color of hope.

Christmas
The season of Christmas begins on December 25 and

continues through January 6. It is not really clear when
people began celebrating Christmas Day on December
25. And not all Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth on
December 25. Some celebrate Jesus’ birth on January 6.
At Christmas we celebrate God’s gift to us of his Son
sent in human form. The colors used in this season are
the festive colors of white and gold.

Season After the Epiphany
The day of Epiphany, January 6, is traditionally the

day we celebrate the arrival of the wise men, who bro u g h t
gifts to Jesus. The word e p i p h a n y means manifestation.
This day helps us remember that the message of Jesus is
for all people.

In the church season that follows the day of Epiphany,
we celebrate the baptism of Jesus. We also remember the
teaching and ministry of Jesus. The color for this season is
g reen, which symbolizes growth. The season after the
Epiphany is sometimes called Ord i n a ry Time. It lasts fro m
four to nine Sundays, depending on the date of Easter.

16
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Good Friday
The Friday before Easter is referred to both as Good

Friday and as Black Friday. We call it Black Friday
because we remember that Jesus died on this day. We
call it Good Friday because we believe that Jesus contin-
ued in God’s plan to help people of all time be able to
know and love God.

Often, on Good Friday the purple paraments that
have been in place since the beginning of Lent are
removed and are not replaced with white paraments
until Easter morning.

Easter
This is the most important date in the Christian year.

It is the celebration of Jesus triumphing over death and
being raised to life again by God. Easter may occur in
March some years and in April other years. The date
every year is the first Sunday after the first full moon
following the vernal equinox (the first day of spring).

The season of Easter is actually fifty days long,
beginning on Easter Eve and continuing through the
Day of Pentecost. The color of the Easter season is
white, which symbolizes resurrection.

19

Ash Wednesday
This is the first day of Lent. In many churches, a

worship service is held in which the pastor places ashes
on the worshipers’ foreheads in the sign of a cross. This
helps them remember that they need to ask God to for-
give their sins.

Holy Week
The week before Easter is called Holy Week. During

that time, we remember all the final things that happened
to Jesus before he was cru c i f i e d .

Palm Sunday
The Sunday before Easter we celebrate Palm Sunday.

We remember Jesus entering Jerusalem and being
praised by the people. Because we also remember that
this praise did not last and that he was crucified by the
end of the week, this day is also called Passion Sunday.

Holy Thursday
The Thursday of Holy Week is called Holy Thursday

or Maundy Thursday. The word m a u n d y comes fro m
the Latin word m a n d a t u m, which means commandment.
It reminds us of Jesus’ last words to his disciples. We
gather and join in the Lord ’s Supper, remembering Jesus’
final meal with his disciples.

18
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For Personal Reflection
What season of the church year are we in now?

What in your classroom would help someone identify
the church season (pictures, worship center, music, and
so forth)? What questions do you have about the
church seasons?

21

Pentecost Day
For a period of time after Jesus’ resurrection, the dis-

ciples were unsure of what they were to do. Then, as
recorded in the New Testament in the Book of Acts, the
Holy Spirit came. We celebrate this event on Pentecost,
which some also call the birthday of the church. Pente-
cost Day is always the seventh Sunday after Easter. The
color for this day is red, the color of fire, which is a
symbol of the Holy Spirit.

Season After Pentecost
The time from Pentecost until Advent is called the

season after Pentecost, Kingdomtide, or Ordinary Time.
During this time of the Christian year, we remember the
spread of the Christian faith and work to grow as disci-
ples of Jesus Christ. The color for this season is green,
symbolizing growth.

20
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For Christians, worship is an important part of living
the faith. Christianity is a communal re l i g i o n ,
which means we gain strength and help by being

p a rt of a group of people. While there are some practices
that we do individually, Christians believe that praying
t o g e t h e r, praising God together, studying together, and
working together help us grow as disciples. Here are some
of the words we use in worship.

Amen
How many ways have you heard amen used? Yo u

have probably heard someone say, “Amen, Sister!” Used
this way, it means we agree with what has been said. We
say a m e n at the end of prayers. Used this way, it means
ending. Someone may say, “Amen. We need to be out
t h e re witnessing.” Used at the front of a sentence in this
w a y, it says to others, “This is important, so listen up.”

23

Words About Worship
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Liturgy
When you sit in church and look at a printed bul-

letin, you are looking at the liturgy for that service. A
worship service helps us go through acts of praise, of
prayer, of confession, of forgiveness, of hearing God’s
word and responding to God’s word. The word liturgy
means the work of the people.

Offering
In worship, we use the word offering to signify the

giving of money for the work of the church. Offering
also means those things we offer to God in addition to
money. These may be talents, service, or time for things
the church needs. When the offering of money is called
for, many pastors or liturgists will use the term tithes
and offerings.

Passing the Peace
Because we believe that being hostile to others is con-

t r a ry to God’s laws, in worship we pass the peace to one
a n o t h e r. This is saying we love and care for one another
and will work together to show God’s love to others.

25

Baptism
One of two sacraments, baptism is a symbol of God’s

claiming of an individual and as recognition that the
person is part of God’s family. Historically, it has been a
symbol of inner cleansing and a mark of new life. In The
United Methodist Church, a person of any age may be
baptized. The person may be baptized by immersion
(plunging the individual under water), pouring (pouring
water over the head of the individual), or sprinkling
(sprinkling water on the head of the individual).

Holy Communion
One of two sacraments, Holy Communion is the 

ritual meal performed during worship that commemo-
rates Jesus’ giving of himself. It may be called Holy
Communion, Holy Eucharist, the Lord’s Supper, or the
Last Supper. During Communion, the words that Jesus
spoke at his last supper with his disciples are recalled
and the people gathered drink juice and eat bread to
remember Jesus.

Lectionary
This is a calendar of Scripture readings used in wor-

ship in many congregations. The lectionary usually
includes a reading from the Old Testament, from the
Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John), from the Epistles
(the letters of the New Testament), and from the Psalms.

24
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Pray
When we communicate with God, we call this praying.

Christians believe prayer is a two-way communication
with God. We speak aloud or silently to God and listen to
what God wants to say to us. Prayer includes praising
God for joys, asking God for help, and remembering 
others who need prayer.

Confession

We believe it is important to acknowledge what we
have done wrong. We do this in worship in a prayer
together, sometimes silent and sometimes spoken. God
hears our confessions and forgives us.

Doxology

A doxology is a short song or prayer of praise. A well-
known doxology was written by Thomas Ken in 1674,
which begins, “Praise God, from whom all blessings
f l o w.” A doxology is often sung after the off e r i n g .

Intercession

A prayer of intercession is a prayer in which the per-
son praying tries to intercede for, or to speak or act for,
the goodness of another. When we pray prayers of inter-
cession, we add our prayers to the prayers of the people
we are praying for or pray for those who cannot pray
for themselves.

Thanksgiving

Literally, this means to give thanks to God. We pray
prayers of thanksgiving and sing songs of thanksgiving
thanking God for life.

Sabbath
In Hebrew, sabbath means to rest. It is the day when

we rest and praise God. Do you remember the story of
Creation? On the seventh day, God saw that all was
good and God rested. Because of this, people of the
Jewish faith celebrate sabbath on Saturday. For Chris-
tians, the sabbath day, or the day for worship and rest,
is Sunday. We celebrate on Sunday because that is the
day Jesus was raised from the dead.

Sacrament
The word sacrament comes from the Latin word

sacramentum, which is an oath of allegiance or an 
obligation. In The United Methodist Church, we use 
the word sacrament to describe the two practices we
believe Jesus asks all Christians to practice: baptism 
and Holy Communion.

Tithes
In the Bible we read that we are to give to God one

tenth of what we have. This is called a tithe.

2726
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Words About Theology

We use the word theology to talk about those
words that have to do with God and with
God’s relationship with human beings.

Think about theology. Sometimes when someone says
something about theology, others think that this is
something we have to study for and that only pastors
use it. Really, theology is something all Christians prac-
tice. When we talk with God, we are doing theology.
When we explain what we believe to someone else, we
are doing theology. When we make a statement about
where we believe God is working in the world, we are
doing theology.

Theological words can be the most complex because
they are often used to describe things we may not really
understand. Some of the words you may be using when
you teach include the following:

29

For Personal Reflection
Look at a bulletin from a recent worship service.

What are the parts of worship that are most meaningful
to you? What questions do you have about why partic-
ular things are done?

28
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As Christians, we believe that Jesus represents a new
covenant between God and all people. This covenant is
based not on laws but on love and grace.

Creation
We believe that God brought the world and all in it

out of chaos. God is the creator from the beginning of
the world and continues to be the creator of all.
Humans are created in the image of God and are given
responsibility to care for God’s creation.

Disciple
A disciple follows a teacher or leader and spreads the

message of the teacher. All Christians are called to be
disciples of Jesus Christ.

Faith
Having faith in God can mean confidence or trust in

God. When people ask, “What is your faith?” they are
asking for the content or set of someone’s beliefs.

Forgiveness
For Christians, forgiveness is God’s way of removing

the barriers that separate people from God. We believe
that we can ask God to forgive us and that God is a
forgiving God.

31

Apostle
This comes from a Greek word that means “one who

is sent.” We use this word to refer to Jesus’ followers.
Sometimes the twelve followers of Jesus are called disci-
ples, and sometimes they are called apostles. Sometimes
people refer to the twelve as apostles and to all of us
who try to follow Jesus as disciples.

Atonement
The word atone comes from the phrase at one.

Atonement means to be at one with God, or to be 
reconciled to God. As Christians, we believe that it is
through Jesus that we are reconciled with God.

Christ
We use this term to refer to Jesus, but it is not the

last name of Jesus. It might be better thought of as Jesus
the Christ. This means savior of all people who believe.

Covenant
A covenant is a promise between two parties. A

covenant can be between humans or between humans
and God.

In the Old Testament, we read of covenants between
God and the people of Israel. God was to be the God of
the people of Israel and was to take care of them. The
people of Israel were to worship only God and follow
God’s laws. The people broke the covenant many times,
but God was always faithful to the covenant.
30
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Hope
Christians are a people of hope, meaning that we

have confidence in the future because we believe God 
is present.

Incarnation
This word comes from the Latin word incarnatio

and means to be made flesh. It is used to describe a
divine being coming to earth in the flesh of a person.
We say that Jesus is God Incarnate.

Justice
We believe that God is a righteous and just God,

treating all people fairly. Justice is when all are treated
as God would want them to be treated.

Law
The first five books of the Old Testament are re f e rre d

to as the Law. They are also known by the Hebre w
w o rd To r a h, which means “law” and is also a descrip-
tion of what is re q u i red of the people of God. The
covenant re q u i res that God’s people obey God’s laws.

Love
We use the word love to typify the relationship

between God and human beings.

3332

Grace
Simply stated, grace is doing a favor for someone

else. We use grace in many ways. When we talk about
God’s grace, we are talking about God doing the favor
of claiming us as a child of God. We also use this term
for saying prayers, particularly at mealtime. It does con-
nect, because when we say grace we are asking for God
to bless us.

We believe that God’s grace is given to us as a free
gift, not as something we earn.

Holy
One way to think of holy is “set apart” or “marked by

God.” We use this term in connection with objects, places,
and people. We talk about the church being a holy place,
because we believe we meet with God in church. We talk
about Bibles being Holy Bibles, because we believe God’s
w o rd is found in the words of the Bible. We talk about a
n e i g h b o r, a church member, or a world leader being holy
when we believe that person listens to and tries in all
ways to do what God would want him or her to do.

Another word we use for holy is the word sacred,
which also means dedicated to God.

Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is the power and presence of God 

in the world. The Holy Spirit is sometimes called the
Holy Ghost.
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Peace
The opposite of killing and destruction, peace is living

in harmony with others and with God. In worship we
practice the passing of the peace to signify that we are in
unity with those around us. We talk about Jesus bringing
G o d ’s peace to the world, meaning Jesus helps us know
that God’s plan is for peace.

Perfection
This word means being fully developed or fully gro w n .

It is a term we use as United Methodists because John
Wesley talked about Christians “going on to perfec-
tion.” Wesley used this term to mean that we are always
growing and can grow to be fully governed in our lives
by God’s love.

Prophet
A prophet is not someone who predicts the future

but someone who brings a message from God. In the
Old Testament, prophets such as Amos, Isaiah, and
Jeremiah spoke for God as they told the people they
should turn away from evil.

35

Means of Grace
These are ways in which we experience God’s grace.

God reaches out to us in many ways. Some of the means
of grace are doing good, avoiding evil, praying, studying
the Scripture, participating in Holy Communion, fasting,
worshiping, and having Christian conversation.

Miracle
We commonly use this term for events that seem to

conflict with the laws of nature. In the church we use
the term miracle to talk about all the mighty acts of
Jesus that help us know that he is God’s Son.

Mission
This means an assigned task. It is also used to show

that someone is sent out on a particular task. In the New
Testament, we read about the mission of the disciples
when they are sent to preach in the towns and villages. We
also talk about the mission of the church when Jesus asks
for all who believe to teach and baptize others in his name.

34
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Resurrection
This means to be raised from the dead. We are a

re s u rrection people. The New Testament Gospels are
told so that people will know that God raised Jesus
f rom the dead.

Revelation
Meaning to show, we use this term to mean people

or events that show God to us.

Salvation
This means to be saved or to be redeemed. In the

Christian church, you may hear the phrase “saved
through Jesus Christ.” We believe that Jesus took on the
sins of the world for all people for all time and restored
our relationship with God.

Salvation includes both coming into a right relation-
ship with God (justification) and continuing to walk
with God in daily life (sanctification).

Sin
This is failure to be what God has created people to

be. All people sin, but they are able to be forgiven of
their sins by God.

37

Reconciliation
When two opposing parties or two opposing points

of view are able to come together, we say they are rec-
onciled. Christians talk about being reconciled to God
by asking for and receiving forgiveness and vowing to
live in harmony with God’s laws. We talk about being
reconciled to one another when we agree to work
together and unite our beliefs.

Redemption
Literally, this word means to buy back. A phrase you

may have heard is, “Jesus Christ has come for the
redemption of all humankind.” We believe that through
his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus redeemed human
beings so that they could be united with God. There-
fore, we can confidently ask for God’s forgiveness and
be assured the God will grant forgiveness when we 
have done wrong.

Repentance
To repent is to change one’s mind or to change one’s

d i rection. When Christians ask to be forgiven, they tell
God what they have done wrong and promise to change
the direction of the behavior, words, or actions that are
not in harmony with what God would want. They re p e n t .
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For Personal Reflection
Think about your everyday language and your Sun-

day language. What are the theological words that are a
natural part of your everyday speaking? What are the
words you seldom use outside of church?
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Trinity
This word comes from a combination of tri and

unity. It means three united in one. We believe God is
one, but there are three distinctions to God. In tradi-
tional language, we refer to the Trinity as God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. We also
refer to the Trinitarian actions of God as creator,
redeemer, and sustainer.

Witness
We use this word in many ways. In church, people

may give their witness, meaning that they tell what God
has done in their life. In the Bible, we read of people
witnessing to God, which means telling others the truth
of God’s presence.
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Going Further

This little booklet is only the beginning point in
exploring the language of faith. Remember that
the words of faith are important words because

they tell of our belief in God.
As you continue to grow, you may want to invest in

a Bible dictionary. These dictionaries include definitions
and articles about many more faith words than can be
covered in this booklet. Some Bible dictionaries are
several volumes in length, while others are only one 
volume. A Bible dictionary is an excellent resource for
any classroom. When questions are raised about what
something means, you can direct class members to the
dictionary and let them discover the answer.

Seek out a friend to help you as you grow as a
teacher. Ask your church to provide you with the name
of an experienced teacher who can help you when you
have a term you do not know.
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For Personal Reflection
Many of our favorite hymns and Scriptures use rich

faith language. Often, when we recite a psalm or sing a
hymn, we experience the power and love of God. Think
about a favorite hymn. What are the words that have
particular power or meaning for you?

43

Practice using the words of faith. If you are unsure
of how to talk with a child about a faith concept, ask
an adult to listen with the ears of a child as you explain
a concept.

Seek the help of your pastor. Do not be afraid of
asking questions. The words of faith are tools that help
us grow. Your pastor will want to help you learn the
language of faith.
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Helpful Resources

Websites
General Board of Discipleship of The United Methodist
C h u rc h ( w w w. g b o d . o rg). On this site you will find 
a rticles related to discipleship and teaching. Part i c u l a r
sites of interest are www. g b o d . o rg/education and
w w w. g b o d . o rg / k e e p i n g i n t o u c h .

Discipleship Resources (www.discipleshipresources.org). 
In this online bookstore you can purchase additional
copies of this booklet, other booklets in the series, and
other books published by Discipleship Resources.

Books
All About the Bible: The Ultimate A-to-Z Illustrated
Guide to the Great People, Events, and Places ( N a s h v i l l e :
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2001). An easy-to-re a d
re s o u rce book containing numerous illustrations.
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Ordering Resources
Resources published by Discipleship Resources may be

ordered online at www.discipleshipresources.org; by phone at
800-685-4370; by fax at 770-442-9742; or by mail from 
Discipleship Resources Distribution Center, P.O. Box 1616,
Alpharetta, GA 30009-1616.
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The Anchor Bible Dictionary, edited by David Noel
Freedman (New York: Doubleday, 1992). A six-volume
Bible dictionary that includes articles on thousands of
topics related to the Bible.

Bible Dictionary: Nelson’s Pocket Reference Series
(Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1999). A good
compact and inexpensive Bible dictionary to keep in
your Sunday school classroom.

The HarperCollins Bible Pronunciation Guide, edited
by William O. Walker, Jr. (New York: HarperCollins,
1989). Provides the pronunciation for more than 7,000
names and other words found in the Bible.

Nelson’s New Christian Dictionary: The Authoritative
Resource on the Christian World, edited by George
Thomas Kurian (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers,
2001). A comprehensive guide to terms, including 
worship language, people of faith, Bible terms, and
Christian organizations.

Zondervan’s Compact Bible Dictionary (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan Publishing, 2001). Compact dictionary with
comprehensive coverage of Bible words.
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