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2015 WESLEY PILGRIMAGE SCHOLARSHIP

PILGRIM SELECTION AND MONEY AWARDED

The 2015 Wesley Pilgrimage in England was different from previous pilgrimages. Earlier in the 
year we received applications for scholarships from 50 United Methodist commissioned elders 
and deacons, licensed local pastors, lay servants, certified lay ministers, and lay speakers. From 
that pool of applicants we selected 24 pilgrims. 

The criteria for selection were: 

• The quality of responses to the application questions regarding how they will apply the 
pilgrimage experience in the ministry context

• Geographic Location (we wanted people from all five jurisdictions and at least one central 
conference.)

• Gender
• Racial/Ethnic Identity
• Lay/Clergy Balance

We awarded $2200 scholarships to 23 people. They were the most diverse group in pilgrimage 
history, including a lay woman from the Philippines. The clergy person we selected from Nigeria 
could not participate because he was not able to secure the funds he needed for transportation 
to England.

The scholarship covered the entire cost of the pilgrim’s lodging, meals, pilgrimage ground 
travel, and program costs. The pilgrims were responsible for securing their own transportation 
from their home to Sarum College in Salisbury, England.
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THE WESLEY PILGRIMAGE EXPERIENCE

The Wesley Pilgrimage has a track record of being a life-changing experience for United 
Methodist leaders. Our goal is to deepen understanding of the practices of missional leadership 
in the Wesleyan tradition. We ask pilgrims to do some homework before they arrive at Sarum 
College. Many pilgrims tell me the reading gives them a good introduction to the Wesley 
brothers and early Methodism, and visiting the places where they lived, worked, developed, and 
led the Methodist movement made the reading come to life in a new way. The pilgrims gain a 
deeper knowledge of the history, theology, and practices of their tradition, and, for most, their 
“hearts are strangely warmed” when they see and touch the font where John and Charles Wesley 
were baptized, stand in chapel at Lincoln College (Oxford), stand in the pulpit of the New Room 
(Bristol), pray in Wesley’s prayer room in his home or visit the Aldersgate monument in London. 
Tears are frequently shed when the knowledge from the reading makes its way to their heart, 
and they realize what it means to be a Christian and a leader in the Wesleyan tradition.

The daily practices of morning prayer with Eucharist and night prayer also contribute greatly to 
the pilgrimage experience. They are a reminder that we are more than tourists; we are pilgrims 
walking in the footsteps of John and Charles Wesley and the people called Methodists who 
“profess to pursue holiness of heart and life,…or universal love filling the heart, and governing 
the life.”

Here are a few comments from pilgrims:

“I’ve always considered myself a Methodist, but now I can truly say I’m also a 
Wesleyan. The things John Wesley preached and taught are becoming much more 
ingrained in my own spiritual psyche, and I’m realizing even more than before that 
it’s OK to wrestle with the specifics of one’s faith, as long as one continues to rely 
on the grace given to us by the Lord Jesus Christ.”

2015 Wesley Pilgrims outside of Sarum College in Salisbury. 
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“I have studied John Wesley for years.  I read his works, taken class after required 
class about his thought, his vision and his theology.  All of this was done in the 
two dimensional world of books and papers, a constant diet of flat thinking.  The 
way he envisioned God’s love moving out into believers has moved me since 
this day I heard the name John Wesley.  The Wesley pilgrimage has moved my 
thoughts and experiences from two dimensions to 3D.  My world went from 
the black words on a flat white page to the colors of Epworth and Bristol.  The 
theology of John and Charles has come alive in me and renewed their vision of 
spreading God’s love within my mind and my heart.  All of my peers want to know 
how to make disciples of Jesus in our churches today, and now I have seen with 
my own eyes how to do it.  Thank you for the opportunity to learn this, it has 
completely changed ministry for me.”

“The main impact the Wesley Pilgrimage had on my life is that it has pushed me 
out of my comfortable religion and into a more dynamic faith that has helped me 
focus on what God can “put me to doing.” In conversation with one of the other 
pilgrims, I had my heart moved to offer myself to my church’s effort to partner 
with a local elementary school that has 70% of students who are on free or 
reduced lunch. While our ministry will help provide supplies for classrooms and 
special events, our main focus will be on creating relationships with students in a 
tutoring program.”

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

You have my deepest thanks for your generous support of the Wesley Pilgrimage in England. 
Please know that your gift is making a difference in the lives of not only the United Methodist 
clergy and lay leaders who received scholarships this year. But they are also influencing the 
lives of the many people the pilgrims serve as pastors, deacons, lay servants, lay speakers, and 
certified lay ministers.

Rev. Steve Manskar, D.Min.
Director of Wesleyan Leadership
Leadership Ministries Unit of Discipleship Ministries
The United Methodist Church

(877) 899-2780 ext. 1765
smanskar@UMCdiscipleship.org
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2015 WESLEY PILGRIMAGE SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN

SOCIAL MEDIA STATISTICS

The Wesley Pilgrimage Social Media Campaign began June 2015. Steve Manskar, leader of the 
Pilgrimage, hosted the campaign through his personal Twitter account.

Money raised: 
$9,269

Account information: 
1136 following @smanskar

Followers: 
41 new followers over 90 days

Tools Utilized: 
Twitter
Facebook
E-mail

Reach: 
30.7k impressions during the campaign

Impressions: 
April – 6k
May – 5.1k
June – 10.2k
July – 9.4k

Feedback: 

“Thanks, Paul and Steven for these wonderful remembrances of our heritage.” – Dwight Judy

“Steve, love the idea of the daily video. Others will now be able to join/relive this wonderful 
experience.” – Geof Egbers


