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A little bit 

about me… 
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Elder, Indiana Conference 1997-Present 

 

Director of Worship Resources, 

Discipleship Ministries, 2005-Present 

 

Chair, Consultation on Common Texts, 

2014-present 

 

Member, The North American Academy 

of Liturgy, 2008-Present 

 

Discipleship Ministries staff for General 

Conference, 2008,2012, 2016 

 

Brother, The Order of Saint Luke,  

1996-present 

 

Contact me:  

worship@umcdiscipleship.org 

@twbe 

 





Let us pray. 
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What God Does for Us in Baptism 

Baptism connects us with God in Covenant, 

producing… 

1. Forgiveness 

2. New Birth and New Life 

3. New Creatures in a New Creation 

4. Initiation us into Christ’s Body, the Church 



Why Covenant? 

1. Because there is a conflict with life or death 

stakes: a rite with blood and/or death involved, 

often divided animals 

2. Because the desired outcome is shalom– peace and 

new life among the parties– a vision of the new 

state of things is put forward 

3. Because to get to that outcome much is required of 

the parties involved– vows, with the understanding 

that “may it be so to me as to the animals divided if I 

do not keep these commitments” 



How Do Covenant Rites Work? 
1. The basic model in the Bible: Genesis 15 (CEB) 

 
9[The Lord] said, "Bring me a three-year-old female calf, a three-

year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a dove, and a young 

pigeon." 10He took all of these animals, split them in half, and laid 

the halves facing each other, but he didn't split the birds… 17After 

the sun had set and darkness had deepened, a smoking vessel 

with a fiery flame passed between the split-open animals. 18That 

day the LORD cut a covenant with Abram: "To your descendants 

I give this land, from Egypt's river to the great Euphrates… 

 

2. Elements: Conflict with life or death consequences (Where 

is the promised land?)  Death or blood (animals cut in half) 

Peace and new life: the result of God’s promise. Vows (I 

give you land and descendents) 



How Do Covenant Rites Work? 
1. Circumcision as generational covenant rite: Genesis 17:6a, 

10-12, 14a (CEB) 

 
6 I will make you very fertile. 10This is my covenant that you and 

your descendants must keep: Circumcise every male. 11You must 

circumcise the flesh of your foreskins, and it will be a symbol of the 

covenant between us. 12On the eighth day after birth, every male in 

every generation must be circumcised, including those who are not 

your own children: those born in your household and those 

purchased with silver from foreigners. 14Any uncircumcised male 

whose flesh of his foreskin remains uncircumcised will be cut off from 

his people. 

2. Elements: Conflict with life or death consequences(Where 

are my promised descendents?)  Death or blood 

(circumcision) Peace and new life: I will make you fertile. 

Vows (Keep this or be cut off) 



How Baptism Is Our  

Generational Covenant Rite 
1. Baptism is like circumcision: Colossians 2:11-13 (NRSV) 

 
1 In [Christ] also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 

without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision 

of Christ; 12 when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also 

raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him 

from the dead. 13 And when you were dead in trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, 

when he forgave us all our trespasses 

2. Conflict with life or death (our sin leads to eternal death)  

Death or blood (burial) Peace and new life: God reconciles 

us makes us alive together with Christ Vows (Jesus Christ is 

Lord and Savior, therefore renouncing all others and 

embracing him and his) 



Results of the Covenant 
1. Forgiveness of sins: Acts 2:38 (CEB)  

38Peter replied, "Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be 

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. 

Then you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  

2. New Birth and New Life: John 3:5, Romans 6:4-6; Galatians 

3:27 (CEB) 

 
5 "I assure you, unless someone is born of water and the Spirit, it's 

not possible to enter God's kingdom.  

4Therefore we were buried together with him through baptism into 

his death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too can walk in newness of life. 5If we were 

united together in a death like his, we will also be united together in a 

resurrection like his. 

27All of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves 

with Christ. 

 

 



What God Does for Us in Baptism 
3. New Creatures in New Creation: 2 Corinthians 5:17 (CEB)  
17So then, if anyone is in Christ, that person is part of the new creation. 

The old things have gone away, and look, new things have arrived! 

 

4. Initiates Us as Living Members ( integrally connected parts) 

of the Body of Christ, the Church: 1 Corinthians 12:13 (CEB) 
13We were all baptized by one Spirit into one body, whether Jew or 

Greek, or slave or free, and we all were given one Spirit to drink. 

 

 

 

 



Who May Be Baptized? 

• Both individuals and families/living units– Acts 16:15, 

33; I Corinthians 1:16 (CEB) 

• Lydia and Household: 15Once she and her household were 

baptized, she urged, "Now that you have decided that I am a 

believer in the Lord, come and stay in my house.“ 

• Jailer and Household: 33Right then, in the middle of the night, 

the jailer welcomed them and washed their wounds. He and 

everyone in his household were immediately baptized. 

• Crispus, Gaius, and Household of Stephanas: 14Thank God 

that I didn't baptize any of you, except Crispus and Gaius, 15so 

that nobody can say that you were baptized in my name! 16Oh, 

I baptized the house of Stephanas too. Otherwise I don't know if 

I baptized anyone else. 



Who May Be Baptized? 

• Both those answering for themselves, and those 

whom others pledge to raise or form in the faith 

• Infants are included: Luke 18:15-16 

 
15People were bringing babies    to Jesus so that he 

would bless them. When the disciples saw this, they scolded 

them. 16Then Jesus called them to him and said, "Allow the 

children to come to me. Don't forbid them, because God's 

kingdom belongs to people like these children. 

 

 
 



Who May Be Baptized? 

Key point: Baptism is baptism, regardless of age. 

There is not “infant baptism” as something different 

from “adult baptism.”  

 

All who are baptized, at whatever age, are babes in 

Christ. 

 

All, at any age, need the nurture and support of the 

body of Christ to become fully functioning members 

of the body. 

 
 



How May We Baptize 



Baptism and Discipleship 
• Baptism as the First Step of a Life of Discipleship: 

Matthew 28:19-20 

 

So as you’ve journeyed, disciple [people in] every people 

group, baptizing them into the name of the Father and the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, [and] teaching them to live out 

everything I’ve instructed you.  

 

And keep this in mind: I am with you every day until the 

completion of this age. That’s truth.  

• Baptismal Vows as the Pattern of Discipleship: From 

death to sin and evil (renounce, reject, repent) to life in the 

power and community of the Trinity (accept, resist, confess, 

trust, serve, represent, WITH the church)  



Questions? 

Comments? 
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Additional Resources 
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http://bookstore.upperroom.

org/Products/DR201/by-

water-and-the-spirit.aspx 

http://bookstore.upperroom.

org/Products/DR636/baptis

m.aspx 

http://www.amazon.com

/Belong-God-Carolyn-K-

Tanner/dp/1878009583 



Online Resources 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/downloads/force

?entry_id=2672 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/downloads/force

?entry_id=8616 
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Holy Communion in the 

Bible and The UMC, 

December 3  

Register at 

http://www.umcdiscipleship.

org/webinars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming 

Webinar in 

2015: 

7:30 p.m. CT 
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http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/webinars
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/webinars


GO IN PEACE 
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