
Christmas Day 
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God. All things came into being through him . . ."
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“We have seen his glory, glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).
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(the rainbow halo of light) and “Brocken’s Spectre” (the elongated shadow effect).
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Revised Common Lectionary Readings 
See the texts, artwork and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers for this service at the Vanderbilt Divinity 
Library.)
Leccionario en Español, Leccionario Común Revisado: Consulta Sobre Textos Comunes.
Para obtener más recursos leccionario, Estudios Exegético: Homiléticos.
Lectionnaire en français, Le Lectionnaire Œcuménique Révisé

Isaiah 52:7-10.
The LORD returns to Jerusalem. The exile is over. "All the ends of the earth shall see our God's salvation."

Psalm response: Psalm 98 (UMH 818). 
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A song of praise for God's intervention to save God's people. "For the Lord comes to judge the nations with 
righteousness, and the peoples with equity." This psalm is also the basis of the hymn, "Joy to the World." If you 
plan to sing the psalm, sing Response 2 with Tone 1 in D major or use D-C#-B-A; A-B-C#-D" in D major.

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12).
In Jesus, God has given us no mere angel or messenger, but "the radiance of God's glory and the exact imprint 
of God's very being. . . [who] sustains all things by his powerful word."

John 1:1-14.
The mystery of the Word made flesh, dwelling ("pitching tent") among us, and empowering us to become 
children of God.

Back to top.

Worship Notes

Calendar: Christmas Season

Today is Christmas Day. Historically in the West, there have been three celebrations of Holy Communion (three 
“Christ-masses”) this day. The first is celebrated on Christmas Eve after sundown (“midnight mass”). The 
second is a morning mass on Christmas Day. You can find the Revised Common Lectionary Readings for that 
service, not included in The United Methodist Book of Worship, at theVanderbilt Divinity Library. The third, 
whose readings we have in our Book of Worship, is historically celebrated in the late afternoon or early evening 
just before sundown. That is partly why the readings selected include references to the light of Christ shining in 
the darkness.   

Christmas season provides many opportunities for gathering, for worship, and for individual or small-group 
devotions or missional activities. It doesn’t all end last night or today. Be sure to take advantage of all the 
opportunities this season provides both to celebrate God with us in Jesus Christ, and to invite persons to join 
you in following his way. 

December 26: The Martyrdom of Stephen: “Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God!” (Acts 7:56). It may seem “un-Christmassy” to deal with a martyr on the second day of 
the season, but Christians have kept this day after the celebration of Nativity/Incarnation to commemorate 
Stephen since at least the fourth century in Jerusalem. This day is at once solemn and joyous. It recalls a violent 
scene of persecution and execution, not unlike, in Luke’s telling, the execution of Jesus. And it does so against 
the backdrop of the coming of Christ in all his glory. As such, it reveals the nature of the life the Incarnate One 
and his followers can expect in this age and the age to come.

December 27: The Feast of St. John the Evangelist. We move from martyr to gospel writer and evangelist who, 
as history, tradition, and the gospel of John, seem to indicate, died of natural causes in old age. We know almost 
nothing about John the man, but in a very real way this day is less about him and more about what he 
proclaimed about Jesus. This is a good day for a service beginning with the prologue (John 1:1-14, 
recapitulating Christmas Day) and continuing with “stations” built around the “I am” stations from John’s 
gospel.

December 28: The Feast of the Holy Innocents: Another “un-Christmassy” feel, this day commemorates the 
male infants and children slaughtered throughout Judea and Galilee by order of Herod the Great at news of the 
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birth of “the King of the Jews.” We join “Rachel weeping for her children,” but also are challenged and 
strengthened to remember the seriousness of the spiritual and physical stakes of citizenship in the kingdom of 
God set loose in the birth of Jesus. This year, Holy Innocents also falls on the First Sunday of Christmas—so 
you may wish to choose which emphasis you will address on this Sunday.

First Sunday of Christmas (December 28, 2014):  The Presentation in the Temple. United Methodists do not 
typically celebrate the “Feast of the Presentation” or “Candlemas” (February 2, 33 days after Christmas), when 
Jesus was presented in the Temple. But today’s reading provides an opportunity to do so.

As noted just above, though, think carefully about whether this is the better approach for your community. If 
you are in a place that faces violence, you may find going with Holy Innocents makes more sense in your 
context. 

December 31/January 1: Feast of the Holy Name, remembering the circumcision and official naming of Jesus 
eight days after his birth. New Year’s Eve/Watchnight/Holy Name of Jesus/New Year’s Day resources are 
also available.

January 6 (or January 4) Epiphany: Epiphany culminates the Christmas Season with the celebration of the 
coming of the Magi, a sign the heavens themselves were declaring the glory of Jesus for all the world to see.

This season is also marked in some African-American communities by Kwanzaa, and in some Spanish 
language communities by Las Posadas (Book of Worship, 266-268 and 281-284).     

December

December 24/25 Christmas Eve/Day Resources
December 31 Watch Night

January
January 1     New Year or Holy Name of Jesus
January 4/6  Epiphany Sunday/Epiphany
January 11   Baptism of the Lord (also this) Human Trafficking Awareness Day
January 18   Human Relations Day (Discipleship Ministries Resources)
                     Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 19   Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 25   Ecumenical Sunday in The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

February
All Month:     Black History Month (USA)
February 8   Scouting Ministries Sunday (USA)
February 15  Transfiguration of the Lord
February 18  Ash Wednesday

Back to top.

 

Atmospherics
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In the readings assigned for this service, you will find no shepherds, no stables, no Bethlehem, no wise men, and 
even no birth story. There are angels (in Hebrews), but they’re not talking to people. They’re worshiping and 
obeying Jesus. And there’s nothing particularly wintry at all. So where's Christmas?

These readings for the third mass of Christmas Day have a history that stretches back to at least the seventh 
century in the West, and the fourth or fifth century in the East (Armenian Calendar). The church has celebrated 
the third of the three Masses of the Feast of the Incarnation (Christ-mass) as a way to offer ourselves in praise 
and thanksgiving for the cosmic, spiritual, and historical implications of the incarnation.

Isaiah situates us in a particular historical situation of a destroyed Jerusalem and calls the ruins to rejoice in 
another historical event about to take place: The return of exiles from Babylon. Christians read this text, 
remembering that history, but also seeing it describing our own situation, standing in the ruins and ruined places 
of our own world, here and now, and looking with joyful hope and rejoicing to the promised return of Jesus 
when, indeed, “all the earth shall see the salvation of our God.” This is why the Psalm in response (Psalm 98) is 
a psalm of joy and victory.

Hebrews speaks of the implications of the incarnation for those beings the Bible calls angels. Jesus is Son of 
God, high exalted above all the angels (1:4) who ever now worship him and do his bidding in every realm where 
they appear (1:6, 7). Hebrews goes even further, identifying Jesus as “heir of all things” and agent of “the 
creation of all things” (1:2), “reflection of God’s glory,” “God’s exact imprint,” “high priest making purification 
for us,” (1:3), The Anointed One (1:9), and, indeed, as the founder of the earth and maker of the heavens (1:10), 
and the one who will, in the end, change them all (1:12).

This is doxology on top of doxology. There is so much here, packed so tightly, you could literally spend hours 
or days unpacking it all. Don’t even try to do that. Read, or proclaim it, really precisely as doxology, as praise 
heaped upon praise. Invite the congregation to proclaim it with the reader responsively— all standing, with 
“outdoor voices” (no mumbling or stumbling!) as a way to help all of you together enter into the doxology and 
praise this reading offers. This IS Christmas! 

From John we read the prologue, identifying Jesus as the Word and the Word as God, by whom all things were 
made, and who came to dwell among us in the flesh. In him is life, and he is light inexhaustible by any darkness. 
Consider starting the reading in relative darkness, a single candle (Christ candle from your Advent wreath) 
blazing. Keep adding light, or light more candles, as the reading progresses. End it with the brightest 
illumination of lights and hearts you can muster.

Such is the grandeur of this day as day approaches night, a day of full-throated doxology, wonder, glory and 
praise.  
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In Your Planning Team

It's Christmas Day. Will anyone come? Is this service even worth offering?

Maybe not, if this is only a “one-off” (pearl) not connected to the whole series of services in this season by 
common threads. As you plan for today, by all means let today’s pearl shine! But also find ways to highlight the 



common threads that connect back to Christmas Eve and forward to the services and activities to come during 
this season. 

When to celebrate this service? Select a time when folks in your congregation or community are more likely to 
come. Some communities may have a strong tradition of a Christmas morning service. If so, then go with that, 
even though these readings are better suited for the time just before sunset. However, in many places, the best 
time for this service may not be morning. If families have not opened presents on Christmas Eve, there may be 
great pressure to do that nearly first thing Christmas morning and have the rest of the day to play with their new 
toys. There may well be a large Christmas dinner in the mid-afternoon, and sports or naptime after that. 
Consider well whether worship can compete with these things where you are. Strongly consider offering your 
Christmas Day service at evening, not just because the texts invite it, but because it might work better for more 
of your worshiping community, too!

Especially if this becomes an evening service, consider starting by candlelight. You might have a single cantor 
leading a small processional in singing "Of the Father's Love Begotten" unaccompanied, except perhaps by a 
single bell, as you enter the sanctuary or wherever (a home, a park, or a public square) you gather for worship 
this evening.

Cantor only:
(Ring) Of the Father's love begotten,
(ring) ere the worlds began to be,
(ring) he is Alpha and Omega,
(ring) he the source, the ending he
(ring) of the things that are, that have been
(ring) and that future years shall see,
(ring) evermore and evermore.

All present, accompanied by handbells, organ, or other joyous instruments, of by flute if outdoors, with light 
increasing in the sanctuary (if indoors) or voices rising in volume (if outdoors) as the song is sung:

O ye heights of heaven, adore him;
angel hosts, his praises sing;
powers, dominions, bow before him,
and extol our God and King;
let no tongue on earth be silent,
every voice in concert ring,
evermore and evermore.
(UMH 184, Aurelius Clemens Prudentius)

Other hymns very appropriate for this service include "Joy to the World" (which is based on the Psalm for this 
service, UMH 246), "Love Came Down at Christmas (UMH 242), "O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright" 
(UMH 247), "On This Day, Earth Shall Ring" (UMH 248, vs. 1, 4), "Jesus! The Name High Over All" (UMH 
193), "Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne" (TFWS 2100), “Jesus, the Light of the World” (Worship & Song 3056), 
and “Womb of Life” (TFWS 2046).

Whenever you offer this service, you can generally expect the size of the congregation to be small and the 
feeling intimate. Intimate does not mean, and with these texts should not mean, "casual" or "impromptu." There 
is nothing casual about these texts! They cry out to be proclaimed at full voice, not merely spoken or shared 
among friends. Instead, take advantage of the intimacy a smaller gathering may provide to move more deeply 
into Scripture and sacrament than a larger gathering might normally allow. Think about preaching for this 



service as building on and prompting praise in preparation for confession of faith, prayers of the people, and 
celebrating at the Lord’s Table. Those who have come to this service have come because they are looking to be 
part of the richest treasures, the deepest depths the church has to offer. The readings provide that. Find ways to 
facilitate rather than distract or get in the way of that.  

Holy Communion at this service should be considered essential. The day itself, after all, is called "Christmas" -- 
"Christ's Mass" -- the service of Holy Communion to celebrate the coming of Christ! If you know that you or 
someone else in your congregation authorized to preside at Holy Communion may not be available for this 
service, start now to find someone in your area who may be available and willing to preside. Elders in The 
United Methodist Church, AME, AME Zion, CME and rostered pastors in The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America may preside in any congregation at the invitation of pastor and notification to the district 
superintendent (which may be done after the fact). There may be retired elders, or elders serving in an extension 
ministry, or elders in other congregations near you who may be delighted to assist you and your congregation on 
this day or evening.

A personal offer I make every year—though this year from a different place (I just moved this past 
summer!): If you are near Columbus, Georgia, and want to do this service, and if you are lacking an 
authorized presider— get clearance from your pastor and DS and then shoot me an email at 
worship@gbod.org. Seriously!

Back to top.

Resources inThe United Methodist Book of Worship with links and other suggestions

Call to Worship: UMBOW 212, "Christ Is Born" (John)
Greeting: UMBOW 272 (John)
Greeting: UMBOW 305 (John)
Opening Prayer: UMBOW 277 (John)
Prayer of Confession: UMBOW 231 Christmas
Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer: Ghana, Nigeria
Great Thanksgiving: UMBOW 56-57
Dismissal With Blessing: UMBOW 287-288 (John)

Finding Joy in Unexpected Places
by Safiyah Fosua

When Mary's baby was born
Calendars were renumbered
The heavens applauded
And a new star appeared in the sky.

The angels sang,
And shepherds came running into town.

Inquiring wise men brought gifts and unwittingly
Frightened King Herod when Mary's baby was born.
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When Mary's baby walked this earth
People came from miles around to sit at his feet
And hear the wisdom that could only come from God.

They brought the sick, the lame,
And those who were troubled
In their minds.

The winds and the seas had to obey him
Because he was Emmanuel, God with us.

Formidable demons trembled
And ran away screaming
When Mary's baby walked upon this earth.

When Mary's baby died,
Even the earth was grieved,
The sun hid its face and refused to shine,
And the ground staggered and lost its footing
(Some called it an earthquake.)

Graves opened up and saints walked around
While Roman soldiers
Confessed that Mary's baby, Jesus, was the Son of God.

But now,
Mary's baby lives again
And is seated in heaven.

Mary's baby lives again
And is praying for you.

Mary's baby lives again
And makes it possible for you to have joy!

Sing to the Lord a New Song: A 21st Century 
Africana Resource for Christmas Day
by The Rev. Dr. Kwasi I. Kena
Revised Common Lectionary Readings
Isaiah 52:7-10
Psalm 98 (UMH 818)
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12)
John 1:1-14



Gathering Meditation
(Based on Isaiah 52:7-10)
Few of us claim to have "pretty feet,"
so we hide them inside expensive leather,
and decorate them with colored hose.

But beautiful feet need no covering; beautiful feet need to be known.

We call beautiful the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
From the rooftops overlooking troubled streets.
We call beautiful the feet of the one who brings good news,
To the sick and the forgotten.
We call beautiful the feet of the one who announces salvation . . .
To people in hopeless situations.
We call beautiful the feet of the one who says, "Your God Reigns":
No matter who thinks that they are in charge!

We see your beautiful feet,
and we sing 'til earth and heaven ring.'
We sense your return,
and we shout so the whole world will know.

We call beautiful the feet of the messenger who brings us good news!

Call to Worship
Congregation: Sing!
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Leader: For his mercies are new every morning.

Congregation: Sing!
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Leader: For "what the Lord has done for you!"

Congregation: Sing!
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Leader: For forgiving the sin that only you and God know about.

Congregation: Sing!
Sing to the Lord a new song.
Leader: For grace that is more than sufficient.

Congregation: Sing!
Sing to the Lord a new song.

ALL: Let heaven and nature sing. Let the sound of joy bells ring. Let everyone with breath sing of the 
birth of Christ our King!

Pastoral Prayer
Loving God, each year we are drawn by the wonder of Christmas. More than all of the giving and getting, the 
love of Jesus Christ compels us. Christmas is so special. Only a loving God would put on flesh and blood to live 
among us. Only a loving God would care about the unlovable. Only a loving God could compel us to approach 
Christmas with awe and wonder each year. This Christmas,, may we rediscover the Christ of Christmas, whose 



eternal love compels us to draw near. Amen.

Rather than offering sermon notes on all these texts, because they are thematically related by their emphasis on 
Jesus Christ as the incarnation of God, my suggestion for worship this day is that you read all three Scriptures to 
provide a framework for the entire service.

Begin the service with a poetic and inspired proclamation of Isaiah 52:7-10, followed by singing the hymn, 
“Joy to the World,” UMH #246.

 

Notes for John 1:1-14

Notes forJohn 1:1-14

Using the word “darkness” to describe the negative connotations of life is problematic in our time, especially 
given the erupting racial tensions we are facing in the United States right now. As such, I think it is important 
when preaching on this passage to be attentive to the problematic dimensions of darkness being associated with 
sin and unrighteousness and light being associated with goodness and purity. Further, it is critical that we try 
and get at what the gospel writer John means when he says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not overcome it.”

By darkness, the gospel writer John means hate, fear, distrust, malice, arrogance, cruelty, injustice, and 
plain old mean-spiritedness. He points us to the whole business of stepping on others to gain some 
advantage for ourselves and not caring what happens to other folks. 
By darkness, John means acting as if we are not part of God's creation, as if there is no creator, and no 
purpose to living except to survive alone for as long as possible and gather for ourselves a certain share of 
the world's pleasures and good moments while everybody else can do without as far as we are concerned, 
because this is all there is, and there isn't enough to go around. It's you or them, take your pick. 
By darkness, John means never being foolish enough to risk one’s own neck for love and trust and good 
will and peace and goodness and kindness and patience and tenderness and generosity and fairness and 
truth and hope and faith in God.

John starts with the premise that God created us. Part of God’s act of creation was God's Word or message—or 
angle, or stamp, or intention, or idea, or ideal, or purpose—all of which he sums up as The Word. 

Before there was anything, before creation, there was The Word. The Word was there with God, all along, from 
the beginning. The Word was the same as God. The Word was God.

The Word was the source of life itself, the urge to live, the impulse of life, the basis of life, the face of life, so 
that all of life has the genetic stamp of the Word built in to it. Because of The Word, all of life has a built-in 
awareness of the light, and carries an impulse to be children of the light instead of only children of the darkness. 
But there is more. 

God's creative activity and the work of The Word did not, and does not, end with the act of causing the moon 
and stars, sun and earth, plants, animals, and people to come to be born. It is true that all of this comes from The 
Word, but it doesn't stop there. The Word became a human being. The Word was born, flesh and blood, 
participant in our daily events and struggles. The Word, which had already given to us the impulse to be 
children of the light and to have an awareness of the light, came to focus on one individual, Jesus Christ, full of 
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grace and truth. Because of Christ, we can have abundant life. Because of Christ, we can be children of the light, 
children of the sun. 

Because Jesus Christ is born among us and has shown us how to live and what it means to be alive, we can 
move according the light. We can look to the light, learn about the light, trust in the light, and live by the light. 
We can set the “darkness” in ourselves aside and be born again. We can disown our selfish, mean, fearful, 
hateful, distrustful impulses and cast our lots with Jesus Christ, change and be changed, step out of the shadowy 
places in this world and be children of the light and not only children of the earth and flesh and blood and time.

We are not the light ourselves. No more than John the Baptist was the light and no more than John the Baptist 
was the Word. John the Baptist was a good man. He did live according to the light he had. He advocated for 
unselfishness and justice and right living, and his life demonstrated those character traits. Furthermore, John the 
Baptist did not mince his words. "Turn away from the darkness," he said, "and as a sign of this, be baptized." 
But all of this was just preliminaries. All of this was only preparation. 

John the Baptist wasn't sent as the light itself. He was sent to tell others about the light. Likewise, we are not the 
light. And we aren't John the Baptist, either. But we can take some cues from him. 

Your members can be people like John the Baptist. They can be people who tell about the light. Probably none 
of them will dress up in clothes woven out of camel hair and wear a leather girdle, or live in the wilderness and 
eat only locusts and wild honey. Many people will be a little shy about their telling. They won’t be blatant about 
it. They won’t walk up to strangers on street corners and ask them if they have found Jesus Christ. There are 
some who will do this, but most Methodists just aren't really comfortable doing that kind of thing. They don’t 
know quite how to get the conversation started.

How do we pastors help our members learn to tell about the light? Is it by suggesting they invite people to 
church? Well, maybe. That would depend on how they issue the invitation. There's a saying we use in the south 
that goes, "Y’all come on out and see us now and again." But when people from the south say that, they don't 
really mean it.  It's just meant as a polite way of saying goodbye to someone. I think that often when people 
invite others to church, those whom they invite take the invitation just about as seriously as if they said, "Y’all 
come on out and see us now and again." That is to say, they don’t think we mean it. They don’t think we are 
serious.

The key word in all of this is serious. It isn’t whether a person dresses up in camel’s hair, or goes door to door, 
or stands on street corners, or shares his or her witness with close friends or complete strangers. And it isn't the 
exact words that are used.

The key is whether or not the person is serious in telling others about the light. 

I personally tend to be put off by people who come asking, "Are you saved? Have you found Jesus? Do you 
know Christ as your personal Lord and Savior?" I am put off because those words for me have become just 
expressions, worn-out and used up. There isn't much left in those kinds of words, so it's hard for me to take them 
seriously. I don't mean that people who say them are not sincere and earnest and even serious. It's just that I 
have heard these expressions all my life, and I have need now of something fresher and more thought-provoking 
and less automatic. Maybe that's what I mean by serious.

On this day in which we celebrate the birth of the One who is the light, what I want you reflect upon is how you 
can urge your members in the strongest way to be serious about finding, each one for him or her self, a way of 
telling others about the light. Invite your congregants in the coming year to take up this task seriously. Don’t let 
them just shrug and let it go, or put it off and set it aside. Encourage each one yo take up his or her own mantle 
no less than John the Baptist, as people who have been born to tell about the light, and who go and tell someone 



about it. 

 

Go, Tell it on the Mountain!
Over the hills and everywhere!
Go Tell it on the Mountain!
That Jesus Christ is Born!

Invite the congregation to respond by reading Hebrews 1:1-4 responsively as follows:

(Women) Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets,

(Men) but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom 
he also created the worlds.

(Women) He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things 
by his powerful word.

(Men) When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
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Isaiah 52:7-10 UMH MVPC CLUW TFWS SOZ URW WSM WSW

Breath of God, Breath of peace 3145

By grace we have been saved 3110

Come, Thou Long-Expected 
Jesus

196 82 101
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Everything that has voice 3126

Good Christian Friends, 
Rejoice

224 155

Joy to the World, the Lord Is 
Come!

246 100 161

Let our earth be peaceful 3159

Let Us with a Joyful Mind 2012

One Holy Night in Bethlehem 2097

Prepare the Way of the Lord 207 141

Someone Asked the Question 2144

Wake, Awake, for Night Is 
Flying

720

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and 
Shepherd

3043

Psalm 98 (UMH 818) UMH MVPC CLUW TFWS SOZ URW WSM WSW

All Creatures of Our God and 
King

62 22

Camina, Pueblo de Dios (Walk 
On, O People of God)

305 151

Children of the Heavenly 
Father

141 335

Clap Your Hands 2028

From All That Dwell Below 
the Skies

101 126

Glory to God, and Praise and 
Love

58

Joy to the world, the Lord has 
come

127

Joy to the World, the Lord Is 
Come!

246 100 161

Laudate Dominum 3007

Let All the World in Every 
Corner Sing

93

Let's Sing Unto the Lord 
(Cantemos al Señor)

149 49 67

Mil Voces Para Celebrar 59



My Life Flows On 2212 170

O For a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing (Azmon's Ghost)

3001

O For a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing (Azmon)

57 1 226

Our Souls Rise Up (Psalm 98) 297

Praise the Lord Who Reigns 
Above

96 124

Praise the Lord with the Sound 
of Trumpet

2020

Praise to the Lord, the 
Almighty

139 29 68 63

Shout to the Lord 2074

Sing a New Song (Psalm 98) 296

Sing a New Song to the Lord 2045

Sing! Sing! to the Lord a new 
song

9

Sing, praise, and bless the Lord 3007

The Head That Once Was 
Crowned with Thorns

326

The Strife Is O'er, the Battle 
Done

306

The Trees of the Field 2279

When in Our Music God Is 
Glorified

68 129

Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) UMH MVPC CLUW TFWS SOZ URW WSM WSW

Angels We Have Heard on 
High

238 98

Glory to God in the Highest 2276

God Hath Spoken by the 
Prophets

108 38

Holy God, We Praise Thy 
Name

79 80

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 229 116 152

O Come, All Ye Faithful 234 106



Of the Father's Love Begotten 184 52 66

Rejoice, the Lord Is King 
(Darwall's 148th)

715

Rejoice, the Lord Is King 
(Gopsal)

716

The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is 
Ended

690

The Head That Once Was 
Crowned with Thorns

326

Thou Art Worthy 2041

Ye Servants of God, Your 
Master Proclaim

181

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and 
Shepherd

3043

John 1:1-14 UMH MVPC CLUW TFWS SOZ URW WSM WSW

As we part for the towns and 
cities

3180

At the Name of Jesus Every 
Knee Shall Bow

168

Break Forth, O Beauteous 
Heavenly Light

223

Christ Is the World's Light 188

Christ the Eternal Lord 94

Christ the Lord Is Risen 2116

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the 
Skies

173 281

Cold December Flies Away 233

Come, Thou Almighty King 61 11

Ecoutez le chant des anges 
('Hark! The Herald Angels 
Sing")

En el Frío Invernal 233

Father, John the Baptist 
reminded

152

Give Thanks to the Source 126

Go, Tell It on the Mountain 251 97 75



God of glory, your splendor 
shines

8

God, Who Spins the Whirling 
Planets

83

Good Christian Friends, 
Rejoice

224 155

Gracious God, your servant 
Mary

6

Hail, Thou Once Despised 
Jesus

325

Hakuna Wakaita sa Jesu 3036

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 240 101

He Is Born, the Holy Child 228 117 156

Holy God, author of the Word 
made flesh

75

I Want to Walk as a Child of 
the Light

206 102

I Was There to Hear Your 
Borning Cry

2051

Jesus, Joy of Our Desiring 644 344

Jesus, Name above All Names 2071

Joy to the World, the Lord Is 
Come!

246 100 161

Light of the World 2204

Lord, I Lift Your Name on 
High

2088

Love Came Down at Christmas 242

Morning Has Broken 145 354 370 186

Mothering God, You Gave Me 
Birth

2050

Now It Is Evening 2187

Now, on Land and Sea 
Descending

685 372

O Come, All Ye Faithful 234 106

O Holy Spirit, Root of Life 2121 79



O Love That Wilt Not Let Me 
Go

480 255 322

O Morning Star, How Fair and 
Bright

247

O Word of God Incarnate 598

Of the Father's Love Begotten 184 52 66

On This Day Earth Shall Ring 248

Rock-a-Bye, My Dear Little 
Boy

235

Send Your Word 195 113

Shine, Jesus, Shine 264 2173

Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly 272

The light that enlivens all the 
world

7

There's no one in this world 
like Jesus

3036

This is the good news 33

Thou Art Worthy 2041

Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 172 2100

Walking in the Light of God 3163

Walking in the Light of God 433

We Are Singing/We Are 
Marching/Siyahamba

2235

Welcome to Our World 3067

What Feast of Love 119

When Christmas Morn Is 
Dawning

232

Womb of Life 2046

Word of God, Come Down on 
Earth

182

You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and 
Shepherd

3043

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day (Nativity of the Lord) 

Glorious God, we sing with the angels to celebrate the tremendous gift of your Son Jesus! We rejoice with 



gladness. You give us wonderful joy and peace in our Savior. May we exult in your goodness with the 
exhilaration of children opening presents. As we bring our offerings, we ask that our lives would reflect your 
joy and generosity. We pray through Christ our Lord. Amen. (Luke 2)

See Offertory Prayers and Invitation for December 2014

White or Gold 
Isaiah 52:7–10 
Hebrews 1:1–4 (5–12) 
John 1:1–14 
Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
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