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Modeling the Character of a Methodist

This weekend, I attended the

movie, 42.  I am barely old

enough to remember that as a

small child, the doctor’s office

in my hometown still had a

White and Colored waiting

rooms. The Colored waiting

room was about six feet wide

with no windows, and the White

waiting room looked strikingly

similar to the living room in our

mid-century modern ranch home

with floor to ceiling windows on

one corner, and lots of space to play. What struck a cord with

me were the blatant and obvious ways that adults – many of

whom attended church each Sunday – modeled behavior that

taught children how to hate.  In one scene of the movie the “N”

word is repeated by spectators so many times that I thought

that my heart may burst through my chest, but what brought

tears to my eyes was the transformation of a little boy who was

led to shout ugly words because the adults around him, including

his father, were setting that example for him. His father did not

tell him to start shouting. His father simply exhibited a behavior

that taught this child how to hate.

Of all the sections of The Character of a Methodist, words to us

from John Wesley, none stands out more as an example of how

our actions impact the lives of our children than the one that

begins, “whatsoever he doeth, it is all to the glory of God”. Our

behavior impacts our connection with God, our relationship with

our neighbors, and our influence on the formation of children. In

all that we “speak or do”, it is important to remember that

children are learning from us through our words and our actions.

If we speak love, they will love. If we speak hate, they will learn

to hate. If we steal, lie, or behave in an aggressive manner,

then children behave accordingly. But if we honor God by

expressing “peace and good will among men”, our children will

learn the importance of loving God and our neighbor.

The Jackie Robinson Foundation provides a multifaceted

experience designed to not only address the financial needs of

minority students who aspire to attend college but also to guide

them through the process of higher education, molding them

into dynamic leaders with a commitment to public service and

Jackie Robinson's humanitarian ideals. For more information,

click here.

By the way, Jackie Robinson was a Methodist.

Questions To Ask

Ourselves

Modeling

What are children

learning through

observing our

behavior?

How do we interact with one another?

Communication

Are our children learning healthy face-to-face communication? 

How can we be more fully engaged in our encounters with

children?

Relationships 

Are children building healthy relationships with others? 

How are we creating opportunities for children to form

relationships with children who do not look like them?

The 2013 Conference on Ministry with

Children [formerly FOCUS] is offered by the

General Board of Discipleship [GBOD] of The

United Methodist Church to support those

engaged in ministry with children. This

event is open to teachers, leaders, pastors,

children’s advocates, preschool teachers

and directors, annual conference staff, and anyone who is

committed to faith formation of children. We will offer

workshops, panel discussions, networking, peer learning,

engaging worship experiences, and resources for training and

connecting leaders in ministry with children while equipping

participants with practical applications and practices to use in

their congregations.  Join us as we “Make a Joyful Noise to the

Lord” July 22‐26, 2013 in beautiful Greenville, South Carolina at

Buncombe Street United Methodist Church. We will celebrate our

work with children and connect in ways that will help our children

continue to grow in faith.

Melanie C. Gordon is the Director of Ministry with Children at the

General Board of Discipleship and member of the South Carolina

Annual Conference.

Ministry with Children eNewsletter ©2013 by the General Board of

Discipleship.  Permission is granted to copy or reprint this

newsletter for use in local congregations and annual conferences. 

For any other use, please contact mgordon@gbod.org.

Books and Links

In God's Name by Sandy Sasso

God's name celebrates the diversity

and, at the same time, the unity of all

the people of the world.

Do Something!

Projects that empower children under

13 to help others.

Resources and Recommendations

Pockets Magazine

Monthly magazine that connects

kids with God the other six days!

pockets.upperroom.org

GBOD Ministry with Children

Equipping leaders in ministry with

children

gbod.org/children

Ministry with Children Blog

Providing leaders with current

topics, experiences, support,

resources, and events

ministrywithchildren.wordpress.com

MWC Facebook Group

Connecting leaders in ministry with

children with others to share ideas,

lend support, and tackle difficult

topics in Christian community

facebook.com/ministrywithchildren

I would enjoy hearing form you.

Please contact me at

mgordon@gbod.org

Grace and Peace, melanie
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Modeling the Character of a Methodist

This weekend, I attended the

movie, 42.  I am barely old

enough to remember that as a

small child, the doctor’s office

in my hometown still had a

White and Colored waiting

rooms. The Colored waiting

room was about six feet wide

with no windows, and the White

waiting room looked strikingly

similar to the living room in our

mid-century modern ranch home

with floor to ceiling windows on

one corner, and lots of space to play. What struck a cord with

me were the blatant and obvious ways that adults – many of

whom attended church each Sunday – modeled behavior that

taught children how to hate.  In one scene of the movie the “N”

word is repeated by spectators so many times that I thought

that my heart may burst through my chest, but what brought

tears to my eyes was the transformation of a little boy who was

led to shout ugly words because the adults around him, including

his father, were setting that example for him. His father did not

tell him to start shouting. His father simply exhibited a behavior

that taught this child how to hate.

Of all the sections of The Character of a Methodist, words to us

from John Wesley, none stands out more as an example of how

our actions impact the lives of our children than the one that

begins, “whatsoever he doeth, it is all to the glory of God”. Our

behavior impacts our connection with God, our relationship with

our neighbors, and our influence on the formation of children. In

all that we “speak or do”, it is important to remember that

children are learning from us through our words and our actions.

If we speak love, they will love. If we speak hate, they will learn

to hate. If we steal, lie, or behave in an aggressive manner,

then children behave accordingly. But if we honor God by

expressing “peace and good will among men”, our children will

learn the importance of loving God and our neighbor.

The Jackie Robinson Foundation provides a multifaceted

experience designed to not only address the financial needs of

minority students who aspire to attend college but also to guide

them through the process of higher education, molding them

into dynamic leaders with a commitment to public service and

Jackie Robinson's humanitarian ideals. For more information,

click here.

By the way, Jackie Robinson was a Methodist.

Questions To Ask

Ourselves

Modeling

What are children

learning through

observing our

behavior?

How do we interact with one another?

Communication

Are our children learning healthy face-to-face communication? 

How can we be more fully engaged in our encounters with

children?

Relationships 

Are children building healthy relationships with others? 

How are we creating opportunities for children to form

relationships with children who do not look like them?

The 2013 Conference on Ministry with

Children [formerly FOCUS] is offered by the

General Board of Discipleship [GBOD] of The

United Methodist Church to support those

engaged in ministry with children. This

event is open to teachers, leaders, pastors,

children’s advocates, preschool teachers

and directors, annual conference staff, and anyone who is

committed to faith formation of children. We will offer

workshops, panel discussions, networking, peer learning,

engaging worship experiences, and resources for training and

connecting leaders in ministry with children while equipping

participants with practical applications and practices to use in

their congregations.  Join us as we “Make a Joyful Noise to the

Lord” July 22‐26, 2013 in beautiful Greenville, South Carolina at

Buncombe Street United Methodist Church. We will celebrate our

work with children and connect in ways that will help our children

continue to grow in faith.

Melanie C. Gordon is the Director of Ministry with Children at the

General Board of Discipleship and member of the South Carolina

Annual Conference.
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For any other use, please contact mgordon@gbod.org.

Books and Links

In God's Name by Sandy Sasso

God's name celebrates the diversity

and, at the same time, the unity of all

the people of the world.

Do Something!

Projects that empower children under

13 to help others.

Resources and Recommendations

Pockets Magazine

Monthly magazine that connects

kids with God the other six days!

pockets.upperroom.org

GBOD Ministry with Children

Equipping leaders in ministry with

children

gbod.org/children

Ministry with Children Blog

Providing leaders with current

topics, experiences, support,

resources, and events

ministrywithchildren.wordpress.com

MWC Facebook Group

Connecting leaders in ministry with

children with others to share ideas,

lend support, and tackle difficult

topics in Christian community

facebook.com/ministrywithchildren

I would enjoy hearing form you.

Please contact me at

mgordon@gbod.org

Grace and Peace, melanie
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enough to remember that as a
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White and Colored waiting

rooms. The Colored waiting

room was about six feet wide

with no windows, and the White

waiting room looked strikingly

similar to the living room in our

mid-century modern ranch home

with floor to ceiling windows on

one corner, and lots of space to play. What struck a cord with

me were the blatant and obvious ways that adults – many of

whom attended church each Sunday – modeled behavior that

taught children how to hate.  In one scene of the movie the “N”

word is repeated by spectators so many times that I thought

that my heart may burst through my chest, but what brought

tears to my eyes was the transformation of a little boy who was

led to shout ugly words because the adults around him, including

his father, were setting that example for him. His father did not

tell him to start shouting. His father simply exhibited a behavior

that taught this child how to hate.

Of all the sections of The Character of a Methodist, words to us

from John Wesley, none stands out more as an example of how

our actions impact the lives of our children than the one that

begins, “whatsoever he doeth, it is all to the glory of God”. Our

behavior impacts our connection with God, our relationship with

our neighbors, and our influence on the formation of children. In

all that we “speak or do”, it is important to remember that

children are learning from us through our words and our actions.

If we speak love, they will love. If we speak hate, they will learn

to hate. If we steal, lie, or behave in an aggressive manner,

then children behave accordingly. But if we honor God by

expressing “peace and good will among men”, our children will

learn the importance of loving God and our neighbor.

The Jackie Robinson Foundation provides a multifaceted

experience designed to not only address the financial needs of

minority students who aspire to attend college but also to guide

them through the process of higher education, molding them

into dynamic leaders with a commitment to public service and

Jackie Robinson's humanitarian ideals. For more information,

click here.

By the way, Jackie Robinson was a Methodist.
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What are children

learning through

observing our

behavior?

How do we interact with one another?

Communication

Are our children learning healthy face-to-face communication? 

How can we be more fully engaged in our encounters with

children?

Relationships 

Are children building healthy relationships with others? 

How are we creating opportunities for children to form

relationships with children who do not look like them?

The 2013 Conference on Ministry with

Children [formerly FOCUS] is offered by the

General Board of Discipleship [GBOD] of The

United Methodist Church to support those

engaged in ministry with children. This

event is open to teachers, leaders, pastors,

children’s advocates, preschool teachers

and directors, annual conference staff, and anyone who is

committed to faith formation of children. We will offer

workshops, panel discussions, networking, peer learning,

engaging worship experiences, and resources for training and

connecting leaders in ministry with children while equipping

participants with practical applications and practices to use in

their congregations.  Join us as we “Make a Joyful Noise to the

Lord” July 22‐26, 2013 in beautiful Greenville, South Carolina at

Buncombe Street United Methodist Church. We will celebrate our

work with children and connect in ways that will help our children

continue to grow in faith.

Melanie C. Gordon is the Director of Ministry with Children at the

General Board of Discipleship and member of the South Carolina

Annual Conference.
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and, at the same time, the unity of all

the people of the world.
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Monthly magazine that connects

kids with God the other six days!

pockets.upperroom.org

GBOD Ministry with Children

Equipping leaders in ministry with

children

gbod.org/children

Ministry with Children Blog

Providing leaders with current

topics, experiences, support,

resources, and events

ministrywithchildren.wordpress.com

MWC Facebook Group

Connecting leaders in ministry with

children with others to share ideas,

lend support, and tackle difficult

topics in Christian community

facebook.com/ministrywithchildren
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