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A  Community That Sings
Old North United Methodist Church in Evansville, Indiana, is a 

mid-sized congregation with a heart for worship that is enhanced by 
its love of congregational singing, both a cappella and with well-
accompanied pipe organ and other instruments. 

The vitality and importance of congregational worship and song 
are fed by the church’s renovated worship space, excellent acoustic 
and aesthetic surroundings, and the fact that they regularly use all 
three of the hymnals in the church’s pew racks: The United Method-
ist Hymnal, The Faith We Sing, and Worship & Song. 

The church has a gifted Director of Music Ministries, Daniel 
Craig, who also serves as a professor of music at the University of 
Southern Indiana and frequently creates worship and music materi-
als that are incorporated into the congregation’s worship. His dual 
church–school role has provided opportunities to bring the commu-
nity together in music, worship, and concert in the church sanctuary.

The congregation has used its combined assets of a passion 
for music, good facilities, and people with connections to the local 
college to reach out to the wider community. The church, college, 
and community have contributed to worship and concerts featuring 
major musical works of the classic past and the challenging present. 
For example, the church hosted a large First Nations Service that in-
cluded newly composed music and involved the congregation, com-
munity, and a local Native American pastor and congregation. The 
church has also coordinated and hosted a community Taizé service 
for the season of Lent.

Old North UMC is thus the site of several communities: the local 
congregation, combined college and church, and a truly inclusive 
and engaging community of those within the surrounding area of 
Evansville.

Questions for Discussion
•  What are your congregation’s assets? How can these assets be 

combined to reach out into your community?

•  How does your congregation’s experience of worship and music 
foster a sense of community?

Romans 12
We who are many are one body in Christ.

Dean McIntyre is the Director of Music Resources at GBOD.  He can 
be reached at dmcintyre@gbod.org. You can listen to a blessing from 
the Old North UMC choir at:  
http://www.oldnorthumc.com/images/File/irishblessing.mp3

Produced by the General 
Board of Discipleship of The 
United Methodist Church  
to communicate effective  
principles and practices dem-
onstrated by congregations 
that are actively making dis-
ciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

These congregations are 
marked by:

•  Clarity around the mission 
and vision of the congrega-
tion.

•  Practice of spiritual  
disciplines, both corporately 
and individually.

•  Nurture in growth in  
discipleship through mutual 
support and accountability.

•  Cultivation of intentional 
and mutual relationships 
with the most vulnerable—
the poor, children, the im-
prisoned, the powerless.

•  Consistent concern for  
inviting people into relation-
ship with Jesus Christ,  
combined with wise  
practices for initiating them 
into the body of Christ.

• Connectional relationships 
that facilitate participation 
in God’s mission of global 
transformation.

•  Shared clergy and lay  
leadership.


