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“Living Water” Flows Again!

 In the early 20th century Magnetic Springs, Ohio grew to about 3,000 people 
when a local man discovered the mineral spring water had curative powers.  A century later 
the local elementary school had closed, and the population had shrunk to 300 people. The 
majority of the population struggled with daily life, experiencing hopelessness and despair. 
Children walked up and down the streets, teasing, bullying, and fighting each other because 
they believed that there was nothing else to do.

 When a new pastor arrived at Magnetic Springs UMC, she looked around, did 
some demographic research, and walked the streets with a former mayor to talk with the 
people. As the pastor and people prayed, a vision emerged. The congregation felt called to 
be like Abraham and Sarah and “raise a child.” The church began to offer some activities for 
children and youth – a place to gather, to play, and to participate in projects. And the chil-
dren came!  Soon the children came on Sunday morning, and the adults in town followed. 
The church began baptizing children and their parents! A church that had no connection 
with the poor became the spark for community transformation. 

 In 2014 the West Ohio Rural Advocates awarded the district Vital Church Award 
to Magnetic Springs UMC. New ministry ideas continue to emerge. Unexpected resources 
and opportunities keep coming to the church. Area churches bring their vans and buses to 
take youth on field trips. A county garden club has weeded and planted the Main Street. 
A 120-voice choir gave a concert, camped out on the church lawn, and then painted the 
church the next day!

 New people are now engaged in the congregation and taking on leadership respon-
sibility. They feel surrounded by support, trust, and encouragement. Most importantly, the 
people in the church and community have hope again, and they initiate interaction with 
visitors and with each other. The pastor says, “The transformation of the town of Magnetic 
Springs is a clear sign that we are all part of something bigger than we are.”

Questions for Reflection
1. When you look outside your church, what needs are not being met? 

2. With whom can your congregation form partnerships in ministry?

3. How can your church support and encourage another congregation that is transform-
ing their area?
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We who are many are one body in Christ.
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of Discipleship of The United 
Methodist Church to communicate 
effective principles and practices 
demonstrated by congregations 
that are actively making disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.

These congregations are marked 
by:

• Clarity around the mission 
and vision of the congregation.

• Practice of spiritual disci-
plines, both corporately and 
individually.

• Nurture in growth in disciple-
ship through mutual support 
and accountability.

• Cultivation of intentional and 
mutual relationships with the 
most vulnerable—the poor, 
children, the imprisoned, the 
powerless.

• Consistent concern for invit-
ing people into relationship 
with Jesus Christ, combined 
with wise practices for initiat-
ing them into the body of 
Christ.

• Connectional relationships 
that facilitate participation in 
God’s mission of global trans-
formation.

• Shared clergy and lay leader-
ship.


