
 
Witnessing the 

Manifold Grace of God  
  through year-round missions celebrations! 

 
An Invitation   As Christian disciples, our prayers and ministry bear witness to our belief 
and trust in a God of abundant and manifold gifts who calls us to serve our neighbors, 
locally and globally.   
 

Pastors, Council Chairs, Lay Leaders, and Finance Chairs are invited to explore these 
stewardship principles during guided conversations within your work areas or adult 
study groups.  Thank you! 
 

 

CONVERSATION OUTLINE 
 
PRINCIPLE 1:   Everything is a gift from God!   

   “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” Psalm 24:1 NIV 
 
SHARE:  Reflect on whether we believe this principle and how believing this impacts our lives.  
 
PERSONAL RESPONSE:  Invite individuals to consider a personal testimonial about how God’s gifts or a mission 
experience have impacted their lives.  Encourage them to share their stories with the pastor.   
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  Select four months during the year when a prayer or testimonial about 
personal and congregational missions will be shared in worship.   
 
Months __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Missions we will celebrate include _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRINCIPLE 2:   God claims us as mission partners and trustees. 
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.”  Colossians 3:12 NIV 
 
SHARE: Invite groups to reflect on how blessed we are to be chosen and what God has chosen us to do! 
 
RESPONSE:  Create a list of the mission projects supported by individual members or by your congregation.   
 
Select one month to lift up local, Conference or international United Methodist missions such as   
 Africa University (http://www.africau.edu/)  Imagine No Malaria (http://www.imaginenomalaria.org/) 
 Global Ministries missions (http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work)  
 
Month  _____________________________________________________________________ 
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PRINCIPLE 3:  Our priorities mirror God's priorities and preferences for the "poor". “The Spirit of the 
Lord …has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor…to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of 
sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free”. Luke 4:18 NIV 
 
SHARE:  We acknowledge that at times all persons experience deficits - insufficient faith, health, wealth, grace 
or cheerfulness!  God calls us to the ministry of redistributive justice.  How are our missions enabling the 
distribution of God's abundance in just and equitable ways?  Do we believe that money follows mission? 
 
PERSONAL RESPONSE:  Set a goal for increased prayer and study during the year.  Be prepared to dream God's 
dream and build a foundation to support it. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE:  Set goals for the coming year for  

~ participation in mission projects that redistribute goods and resources;  

~ a mission project/trip experience for 1 - 7 days working in the church,    
neighborhood, community, state, conference, country or world; and 

~ a goal for monetary support for a new mission or ministry this year.  
 
List Goals identified:  ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

PRINCIPLE 4:  Today matters!  
“But know this, if the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept 
watch and not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 
hour when you do not expect him.” Matthew 24:43-44 NIV 
 

Prayerfully consider these action steps for growing mission and disciples. 
All congregational leaders are urged to use immediately!   

 
ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE!  Celebrate daily and regularly in worship the manifold gifts and grace God has 
already showered upon us.  Reframe challenges into opportunities and refer often to scriptural wisdom that 
God is not done with us yet, that God has a plan for our prosperity, that to all things there is a purpose and 
that faith believes in things yet to be seen.  Say Thank you abundantly and profusely.  Giving thanks costs 
nothing and is an investment that reaps bountiful benefits consistently! 
 
TELL YOUR STORY!  The church does not matter apart from its story of the “manifold grace of God.” says 
Lovett Weems.  Share, celebrate and witness your missions as part of God’s story.   Creating a ministry story or 
“narrative budget” (contact Bonnie@umfne.org) has prompted leaders to say "Wow, this makes our church 
sound like a great place!"  God has inspired people through the ages to share their time, talent and resources 
with God's church to do God's work of mission and redistributive justice.  Today, we are invited to join that 
cloud of disciples and witnesses because our story matters. These are year round stewardship principles! 
 

Well done, thou good and faithful stewards! 
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