
MINI SERIES II: “BECOMING. . .”  
 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: BECOMING…  
ONE WITH CHRIST 

(MOTHER’S DAY/FESTIVAL OF THE CHRISTIAN HOME) 
(CHRISTIAN HOME MONTH) 

 
FULL SERVICE 

 
 
Replace the pulpit with a dining table for this service. If the pulpit is attached and to the 
side, place the dining table center stage, but not obstructing the Lord’s Table at some 
distance behind it. Read and preach from the table, leaving the center seat (facing the 
congregation) open. 
 
ENTRANCE 
 
“Big House” CCLI # 1414735 
“Love Has Come” CCLI # 5423196 OR 
 
“And Can It Be” United Methodist Hymnal  (UMH) 363 
“Abide with Me” (st. 1, 3, 5) UMH 700 
 
During the singing of the second song or the third stanza of “Abide with Me,” a group of 
people come and take seats at the dining table. A cross is placed at the center seat 
(facing the congregation).  
 
During the final chorus of “Love Has Come” or the final stanza of “Abide with Me,” one 
person leaves the table and walks out of the worship space. Shortly after that, another 
looks shocked, then sad, then places his/her head on the table. A deacon or the pastor 
approaches the table, and opens the Bible, preparing to start the reading. The reader 
looks first at the distraught person at the table, then at all the others gathered there, 
then begins the reading.  
 
WORD AND RESPONSE 
 
Reading John 14:1-3 
 

Song Reprise 
“Love Has Come” (chorus-- slowly/acoustic) OR 
“Abide with Me” (tune only, no words) 
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During the song, all others leave the table. The pastor takes a seat to one side of the 
cross to offer the sermon.  

 
Sermon Becoming… One With Christ 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
“Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother,” st. 1 The Faith We Sing,  2225 
 
Deacon, Pastor, or Worship Leader: 
Made one by Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, let us pray for the church and the world.  
 
For the whole household of faith, in all the many rooms of your dwelling place, O God, 
that we may love, respect, and work with one another as you have loved us.  
Especially, we pray for… 
 
“Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother,” st. 2 TFWS 2225 
 
Deacon, Pastor, or Worship Leader: 
With people of every ability and disability, insiders and outcasts, faithful and faithless,  
that your redeeming love may be known to and through all of us.  
Especially, we pray for… 
 
“Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother,” st. 3 TFWS 2225 
 
Deacon, Pastor, or Worship Leader: 
In sickness and in health, in poverty or abundance, in oppression or in freedom, in 
giving birth and ending our days, 
be our deliverer. Heal, supply, defend, and receive us.  
Especially, we pray for…  
 
“Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother,” st. 4 TFWS 2225 
 
Deacon, Pastor, or Worship Leader: 
With all our mothers and fathers, sisters and brothers in Christ, especially in this 
congregation, 
that we may continue to do all in our power to increase each other’s faith, confirm 
our hope in you, and become perfected in love. 
 
Through Jesus Christ, who unites us to pray: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (in your first language) 
 
THANKSGIVING (AND COMMUNION)  
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If not celebrating communion: 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
Christ our Lord does more than invite us. 
He prepares a place for all who commit their way to him, 
and comes to take us to himself, 
so where he is, we may be also. 
 
We do not make ourselves one with Christ. 
Christ does. 
 
So let us offer our thanks and our gifts with praise. 
 
Offertory Music 

“Christ Is Risen” CCLI# 5242683 OR 
“Blessed Assurance” UMH 369 

 
 
OR If celebrating Communion 
 
[Invitation, Confession, Pardon, Peace, and Offering UMH 6-8 
Offertory Music: A Mother Lined a Basket TFWS 2189 
 
The Great Thanksgiving BOW 66-67 (omit Lord’s Prayer) 
 
Music During Communion 

“Mystery of Faith” CCLI# 6256764 OR  
 
“Nearer, My God, to Thee” UMH 528 
“Lord, We Come to Ask Your Blessing” TFWS 2230  
 
 

Thanksgiving after Communion UMH 11] 
 
 
SENDING FORTH 
Deacon or Pastor 
Christ gathers us to himself 
knowing our betrayal and denial. 
 
Christ speaks into our hearts 
knowing our confusion, trouble, and shame. 
 
Christ sends us, even us, 
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into the world to represent him, 
because he knows something more, 
and we must know it, too. 
He has made us one with him.  
 
So go in peace, strength and courage, 
united with the Risen Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
Reprise: “Love Has Come” OR 

“Blessed Assurance” 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
Big House 

Audio Adrenaline both wrote this song and made it well known in Christian rock 
circles in the 1990s. “Big House” speaks of the invitation to join God in the ongoing 
journey of salvation, but it does so with modern images and a conversational tone. The 
best format to use in singing this modern worship song is to have a soloist sing the 
verses, with the soloist and congregation singing the chorus together. The rhythm is 
very syncopated, so keep in mind other ways to introduce this song--play a recording of 
this at church meetings and functions to make it known before the congregation 
encounters it in worship. Accompany with either a solo guitar, full band, or any size 
ensemble in between. The ideal key is G. 
 
Love Has Come 

Best used as a solo, “Love Has Come” offers a song in which the congregation 
can sing the chorus and bridge. I would not recommend the verses for congregational 
singing because of a lack of melodic contour and rhythmic syncopation. The chorus and 
bridge, however, are accessible, and the bridge has a building, repetitive quality that 
can be used to foster singing in the midst of the distribution of Holy Communion. It might 
even be appropriate for the worship leader to add text (not by projection or in print) by 
calling out new bridge texts that are somewhat more Wesleyan in relation to the 
ongoing understanding of salvation through sanctification. One option would be, “Spirit, 
fill my heart.” Allow the worship team to be creative in coming up with options, but 
realize that it is not legal to alter the songs in print or on screen. The Communion 
distribution is a perfect time to approach texts with a call-and-response format because 
people are moving with no books, bulletins, or other materials in hand. The ideal key for 
congregational singing is G. 
 
And Can It Be (UMH 363) 

Simply put, this spiritual-autobiographical hymn is one of the greatest hymns of 
Charles Wesley, written most likely shortly after his conversion. The narrative of being 
enchained to sin (in a dungeon, nonetheless!) and then liberated has long informed 
Methodists of the pain of sin, the joy of the heart-freeing liberation of Christ, and the 
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boldness claimed in knowing and feeling the joy of salvation. The first stanza begins 
with the word “and,” which makes it seem like other thoughts preceded these. One 
could make the argument, then, that this is an opening for a discussion on prevenient 
grace and the conversation that comes before the question, “and can it be that I should 
gain…?” SAGINA is a very popular tune, especially with British Methodists, but this tune 
has not been quite as widely supported in North America. If your church has never sung 
this hymn because of the tune, rest assured there is a solution that proves quite 
dramatic if sung confidently: Sing to the tune HE LEADETH ME instead, which I have 
found to be a setting well suited to the drama and emotion in the text. For the option of a 
download of this text with the WEXFORD CAROL tune, click here. 
 
Abide with Me (UMH 700) 

This text by Henry F. Lyte connects themes of evening and death within a tune, 
EVENTIDE, by W. H. Monk, that creates a setting of comfort and peace. If your church 
choir is considering singing more works a cappella, “Abide with Me” is a wonderful place 
to start to give confidence, especially if your worship space is an acoustically rich 
environment. Being sensitive to the joining of the text and tune, however, it is vitally 
important to encourage the choir to sing in broad, four-measure phrases. The first 
stanza provides the most stumbling blocks by including the first word, “abide,” on a long 
half note (which also happens in the second phrase with the word, “the”). For this 
reason, make sure the choir grows through those words so the correct syllabic 
emphasis is achieved. The organ is the ideal accompaniment on this hymn, although 
using soft piano, gently arpeggiated guitar, or a cappella  singing are also encouraged. 
History of Hymns 
 
Who Is My Mother, Who Is My Brother? (TFWS 2225) 

Liturgically, we encourage the use of this hymn of unity responsively during the 
prayers of the people. The gentle nature of the tune lends itself to accompaniment with 
a soft instrument, whether it is organ, piano, or solo guitar. A worship band could even 
take a look at this strophic hymn that would not feel quite as hymn-like when used as is 
recommended in the liturgy this week. Let the tune continue softly underneath the 
readings. Also feel free to invite a solo wind or string instrument to double the voices. 
History of Hymns 
 
Christ Is Risen 

Matt Maher has created an interesting song that departs from traditional hymns, 
but the language of the sting of death and victory of hell (the grave) is still present here. 
He finishes the questioning of sin and death by offering an invitation to the church to 
“stand in the light.” This song may be sung with piano or guitar only, but full band is 
preferable. The original key (Gb) is good for singing, but is not the best for many bands. 
In addition, the bridge gets quite high for almost all congregations to sing. Singing this in 
E puts a lot of notes around the vocal break for most people, so my recommendation is 
the key of D, but this, in turn, makes the rest of the song quite low. 
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Blessed Assurance  (UMH 369) 
This favorite hymn across stylistic and cultural lines is paired with one of the most 

rousing tunes in hymnody. In addition to the tune and its swinging rhythm, one of the 
greatest elements is the personal way this hymn relates with the singer: “This is my 
story, this is my song.” Some things to note, however--the themes of submission and 
rapture can be fairly tricky, both theologically and culturally, so take some time to reflect 
upon how you might address these if a curious congregation member questions you 
about them. Accompany with organ, piano, band, or any other ensemble. A number of 
settings of this hymn are available for handbells, choirs, and other instrumental 
ensembles. It won’t take long to find one that fits your needs. Click here for a unique 
and enjoyable gospel piano accompaniment by the previous Director of Music 
Resources, Dean McIntyre. History of Hymns 
 
A Mother Lined a Basket (TFWS 2189) 

Mary Nelson Keithahn has written this wonderful hymn of mothering that we 
include on this Mother’s Day. There are too few hymns that speak of women in the 
Bible, so this presents a great list of mothers from Scripture, including Jochebed 
(mother of Moses), Hannah (mother of Samuel), and Mary (mother of Jesus). A 
phonetic pronunciation of Jochebed is yahk-ih-bed . The tune is very well suited for 
congregational singing and is best accompanied by organ or piano. To see more hymns 
that focus specifically on women, see this list: Women’s Hymns. 
 
Mystery of Faith 

What a gem of a liturgical piece this modern worship song is! The chorus uses 
the words of the Memorial Acclamation to frame this atonement hymn. The primary 
concern is the use of fairly graphic “blood” language (“Your blood was spilled for us”), 
even though when used in relation to Holy Communion, the image is somewhat more 
relatable. The original key of B works fairly well, but the beginning of the bridge (“Let it 
rise, let it rise; with one voice we’re singing…”) should be sung by a soloist, not the 
entire congregation. Accompany with piano, guitar, or band. 
 
Nearer, My God, to Thee (UMH 528) 

Even though this hymn was written in 1841 and the tune written in 1856, an 
awareness of the poignancy of this hymn was rekindled when a string quartet played 
the tune on the sinking ship in the movie, Titanic . The text calls us to look ahead to a 
time when we are drawn closer to God. In Wesleyan terms, these words become a 
wonderful reflection of the process of sanctification and the journey toward Christian 
perfection. This hymn, however, is also used quite frequently at funerals and memorial 
services because of its focus on heaven. I have always enjoyed this joyful setting for 
choirs, but it does take time to prepare. Many other traditional arrangements also exist. 
The ideal accompaniment is organ, although an a cappella , four-part singing would also 
be most fitting. As the movie demonstrates, the tune itself also makes a lovely string 
quartet! History of Hymns 
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Lord, We Come to Ask Your Blessing (TFWS 2230) 
Fred Pratt Green has crafted a beautiful statement of unity in this hymn, and the 

tune is aptly paired with it. If your congregation is not familiar with the SUGAR GROVE 
tune, it is worth teaching. However, if this is not an option where you are, another 
setting that supports the text is GALILEE (“Jesus Calls Us”), although I would caution 
singing it too rigidly and boisterously. Allow the plea to be made heard by approaching 
whatever tune you use lyrically, and provide an opportunity for this sung prayer to be 
embodied appropriately. The ideal accompaniment is piano. Take a moment to 
appreciate the keen piano writing on the last note, and savor it as “love that never 
ends.” 
 

 
PREACHING NOTES 

Note that the sermon notes for today and the next two weeks assume that the pastor has chosen 
to offer this series from a seated position at a dining table. Depending on your sanctuary space 
and the best location for your table, you may be seated either at a standard height dining table 
or on a stool at a bar-height table. We hope you will consider giving preaching a try from this 
position. Our hope is that it will lead to a more relaxed, conversational, personal and intimate 
style of preaching than you would be able to achieve either from behind a pulpit or from a 
standing position. Imagine yourself around a table with a few of your parishioners at a coffee 
shop, or meeting a favorite teacher after class, or a trusted friend after work, in an informal 
place, having a relaxed, very personal conversation. 
  
In our reading today, we hear Jesus offering a series of final words, final thoughts, final 
reflections, and final instructions for his eleven remaining disciples (Judas has left). The 
setting for this lengthy and personal conversation (known as the “Farewell Discourse”) 
is around a table in a private home in Jerusalem. It is the night before the crucifixion. 
And so, as we begin listening to the words of our Lord, let us imagine ourselves there, 
around the table, in a private space. Just us. No crowds. No accusers. No political 
figures or priests. No betrayers. Just Jesus and his trusted friends. 
  
Jesus had already told his disciples, before the festival of Passover, that he knew that 
his hour had come to depart from this world and go to the Father. He knew the time was 
near, and he wanted to spend his final evening with his disciples. He invited them to 
share a final meal, a last supper, with him. 
  
So here they are, around a table. They’ve eaten dinner, and things have gotten quiet. 
It’s a small room, dimly lit on this dark night. 
  
According to the gospel writer John, who is telling us this story, during the meal Jesus 
got up from the table. He brought a basin and a towel, and he knelt down and began to 
wash the feet of his followers. One by one, he went around the table to each of them. 
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Well, the disciples, especially Peter, were upset by what he was doing. They felt that it 
was wrong for their teacher to be washing their feet. They thought it ought to be the 
other way around. But Jesus insisted that he was trying to teach them something 
important, not just with his words, but by his actions. As he took Peter’s dusty, tired, 
road-weary foot in his hands, he looked right in Peter’s eyes and said, “No. It’s okay. 
Just relax and listen. I want you to listen to me and I want you to remember. Not only 
should you allow me to wash your feet, but you should wash each other’s feet. In fact, 
you should wash the feet of everyone you meet.” 
  
Jesus kept going. He moved on to the next man, knelt before him, and took another foot 
in his hands. As he washed he said, “I want you to remember that servants are not 
greater than their masters, nor are messengers greater than the one who sends them.” 
  
As he makes his way around to each man he continues speaking. “My friends, I am 
going away soon. And I have something else I need you to hear. Something you must 
all remember. This is the most important thing. Love one another. Love one another as I 
have loved you. It will be by your love that other people will know that you were my 
disciples.” 
  
So this is the scene. This is what has just happened when Peter breaks in and asks 
Jesus where he is going, and Jesus responds with these very familiar lines that we all 
know because we hear them read at funerals and memorial services. These deeply 
personal, heartfelt, painful words. Words of comfort for others, while painful to Jesus, 
spoken in this most intimate setting, to his disciples. Spoken to his friends with whom he 
has just shared a meal. Spoken to his followers who have traveled with them for three 
years, and whose feet he has just washed, one by one. Spoken on the night before his 
crucifixion and death. 
  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.” 
  
Can you hear Jesus speaking to you in this most personal way? Can you help your 
congregation to hear him speaking to them, personally? What do you think he is 
saying? Do you trust in his promise? Show your congregation, through your words, your 
body language, and your tone of voice, your transparent spirit, that deep down in your 
heart, you do trust in his promise for yourself and for them. 
  
Here is the good news! Becoming one in Christ is not something we do. It is not our 
work! It is not our burden! It is God’s work. It is something that God in Christ does for us. 
  
Our unity with Christ is the result of Jesus reaching out to touch—to embrace our feet in 
his hands, to embrace our lives in his arms—each of us, one at a time. Jesus reaches 

8 



out and draws us to him. It is Christ who makes us one. He makes us one by uniting us, 
first to himself, and second, to one another. (But that’s a topic for next week.) 
  
We only have to make a decision about whether we will trust him. Our role is to decide 
whether we will allow him to embrace us, draw us to him, into unity with God and the 
Holy Spirit, and into unity with one another. Our role is to say yes to his invitation to be 
creatures of community rather than individualism. 
  
But we have to say yes. We have to say yes to the invitation of Jesus. We have to allow 
ourselves to be embraced and allow others to be embraced alongside us. 
  
This isn’t essentially about what we can do. It is about what God does for us that we 
can’t do for ourselves. 
  
We have received the invitation.  
 
Can we open our hearts, our minds, and our spirit to the One who has issued the 
invitation? 
Can we believe into him? 
Can we allow ourselves to be embraced into Christ’s heart? 
Can we allow ourselves to be embraced into God’s home? 
 
  

 
PLANNING NOTES 

BECOMING… ONE WITH CHRIST 
 

Reading Notes 
NRSV texts, artwork and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  for this service are available at 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library. 
 
Leccionario en Español, Leccionario Común Revisado: Consulta Sobre Textos Comunes . 
 
Lectionnaire en français, Le Lectionnaire Œcuménique Révisé 
 
Calendar Notes 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: BECOMING… ONE WITH CHRIST 
 
Colors are white or gold, and flowers may continue to abound today and throughout the Great 
50 Days of Easter Season until its final celebration on Pentecost, when the colors are red.  
  
 
 
May 
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All Month Christian Home Month 
Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 

May 8-14 Christian Family Week 
May 14 Festival of the Christian Home/Mother’s Day (USA)  
 New Mini-Series Begins: Easter Season: Becoming... 
May 21 Heritage Sunday 
May 24 Aldersgate Day 
May 25 Ascension Day 
May 28 Ascension Sunday (if transferred) 
May 29 Memorial Day (USA) 
 
June 
June 4 Day of Pentecost (Easter Season Concludes) 
June 11 Trinity Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday 

New Series Begins: From Chaos to Community  
June 18 Father’s Day (USA) 
June 19 Juneteenth 
 
July 
July 4 Independence Day 
 
August 
All Month Back to School Resources 
 
September 
All Month Season of Creation (2017 resources forthcoming) 
September 4 Labor Day (USA) 
September 15- 
October 15 Hispanic Heritage Month (USA) 
 
October 
All Month A Season of Saints (2017 resources forthcoming) 
October 1 World Communion Sunday 
October 6-8 Children’s Sabbath (2017 resources forthcoming) 
October 15 Laity Sunday (2017 resources forthcoming) 
October 31 Reformation Day (500th Anniversary) 
 
For Your Planning Team: BECOMING… ONE WITH CHRIST 
 
In This Series 
 
Today marks the launch of our second Easter three-week series. “Becoming…” focuses 
on claiming our spiritual gifts and callings as we seek to live out what it means to 
become one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world in the 
name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. Easter season culminates with 
Pentecost and a service of commissioning people into the ministries to which they have 
discerned they are called.  
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So remember these three keys to an effective series launch . 
 
1. Start strong.  One of the ways to start a series strong is to have a distinctive layout 
for the worship space for the series. Our series begins with a new “worship set” that 
includes a dining table with chairs around it in front of the Lord’s Table and that removes 
the pulpit (if the pulpit is removable). The opening songs are either upbeat (modern) or 
very familiar (traditional), making it more likely more of your congregation will want to 
sing “lustily and with great courage,” as John Wesley reminds in his “Directions for 
Singing” (United Methodist Hymnal,  vii).  
 
2. Offer an overture in some way, something that lays out the theme and previews the 
journey ahead. You might do that today in onscreen announcement sets shown before 
and after worship (using the preview video suggested in last week’s planning guide), or 
in your bulletin, calling attention to it in pre-worship announcements. Your prelude 
today, if you have one, might also include musical cues from the services coming up.  
 
3. Articulate the series promise. The series promise for this miniseries fulfills the 
second of the two ancient purposes for Easter Season: ministry formation of the newly 
baptized. This series in particular will help the newly baptized and the whole 
congregation become more deeply grounded in the gifts, callings, and opportunities for 
ministry in their lives as together we grow ever more one with Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry to all the world.  
 
Logistics for This Service: 
 
Furniture needs to be moved for this service and series. In some cases, this may also 
mean moving pews or other seating. Some of this furniture may be heavy or bulky. Plan 
for plenty of help and the right tools (dollies, straps, carts, etc) for the work to be done. 
Pastors, this is not a last minute or one-person job! Plan on the task taking up to several 
hours, and be sure those who assist understand and are ready for the time commitment 
that may be involved. 
 
Rehearse the flow of the actions around the dining table with the band/musicians 
and those who are coming to the table, both the reader (deacon/pastor/or other) and 
those coming to and leaving the table. Be sure to include in your practice placing the 
cross in the center position.  
 
And pastor, rehearse the delivery of your sermon from a seated position at the 
table. Being in this position and being at a table rather than behind a pulpit or simply in 
front of the people will affect the ways you express yourself. We are suggesting the 
seated position throughout the first three weeks of this series to create more of a sense 
of intimacy and conversation as reflected in the relationship of Jesus and his disciples in 
our readings each week. As you rehearse, you may discover some sections of your 
sermon feel a bit awkward being delivered from a seated position. Rehearsal is your 
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opportunity to adjust your sermon and your delivery, so your words and your actions 
more closely match your posture and position.  
 
Finally, today is Mother’s Day in the US. We have not tried to include a specific act of 
worship recognizing mothers, in part because, in our experience, many such acts can 
be fraught with potential for embarrassment or pain. We have instead alluded to 
mothers in the selection of “Who Is My Mother” as part of the Prayers of the People. Our 
suggestion is that you may wish to offer a brief statement giving thanks for mothers in 
your midst and people who have been mothers to the people as part of the 
announcements, and then offer a reception following worship in honor of mothers.  
 
Additional Resources 
2014 Planning Helps for The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Kenya, Tanzania 
 

 
 

FORMATION GROUP NOTES 
 

Each week’s group meetings during Easter Season point forward to the coming  Sunday. 
For this week, your groups will explore what it means that having been made “one with 
each other” they are best able to use their spiritual gifts with others for the upbuilding of 
the body of Christ.  
 
Suggested Agenda 
 
1. Brief, informal time of gathering (10 minutes or so) with snacks to share. 
 
2. Formal gathering-- seated in a circle in chairs or around a table-- with requests for 
prayer for the coming week (10 minutes)-- and prayer led by the group leader or unison 
in the group. If the latter, one practice I’ve found useful in leading such groups is 
immediately after a person shares, the whole group pauses, then says in unison, “Into 
your hands, O God, we commend our sister/brother/sibling(s) Name(s).” Proceed to the 
next person and repeat until all who wish to offer requests for prayer have had the 
opportunity to do so. 
 
3. Teaching and Conversation-- (35 minutes)-- Use Session 3 from our “DIY Tools for 
Spiritual Gifts Discernment and Ministry Deployment”  
 
Begin by saying something like, “Because we have been made one with Christ, we have 
all been given spiritual gifts. Because in Christ’s body we are being made one with each 
other, how we use our gifts most effectively depends to a significant degree on how we 
best relate to one another within the body of Christ. We explore and share our 
personality types with one another in order to help one another discern with whom we 
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may best make use of our gifts.” 
 
 
See 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/diy-tools-for-spiritual-gifts-discernment-and-
ministry-deployment. Your time will be best spent by dividing it into two segments. Take 
no more than ten minutes to review the meanings of the letters and the personality 
types and some of their implications for how folks might work best with others. Then use 
the interview format suggested with one of your group in front of all. If you have more 
than five people, divide them into groups of two or three to continue the process for 
each group member. Conclude with a reminder of the assignment for next week, 
(Assignment for Session 4 in the DIY resource).  
  
4. Gather in a circle or huddle, lay hands on one another, one by one, and pray in 
unison, “X, may you continue to grow in Christ in the days ahead.” 
  
5. Thank all for coming, and send the group out to keep learning and living the baptism 
they have received. 
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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: BECOMING…  
ONE WITH EACH OTHER 

(HERITAGE SUNDAY 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION) 

 
 

FULL SERVICE 
 
 
 
The dining table is in place, front and center. The Lord’s Table is bare today, except for 
paraments. We are not recommending Communion as part of this service.  
 
There is now one less chair at the table, signifying that Judas has departed for some 
time now. The cross placed in the center position (where Jesus would be sitting) 
remains.  
  
ENTRANCE 
“Even So, Come” CCLI # 7036288 
“Oh, How Good It Is” CCLI# 6399212 OR 
 
“They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love” (in 5/4) The Faith We Sing,  2223 
“Make Us One” (2X) The Faith We Sing , 2224 
 
 
WORD AND RESPONSE 
During the singing of the second song, a group of people comes and takes seats at the 
dining table. 
 
During the final chorus of “Oh How Good It Is” or the second time through singing “Make 
Us One,” the reader (a deacon or the pastor) approaches the table and opens the Bible, 
preparing to start the reading. The reader looks first at the people at the table, taking 
time to make eye contact with each, then at the congregation, then begins the reading.  
 
Reading John 14:15-21, 15:12 
 
[Reprise: “Make Us One” (1X) TFWS 2224] 
 
The pastor takes a seat at the table, and begins the sermon. 
 
Sermon Becoming… One with Each Other 
 
Prayers of the People BOW 495 
This form of prayers of the people is chosen today because it expresses our oneness in 
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corporate prayer with many other Christians in the world. Lutherans, Roman Catholics, 
Anglicans, and Reformed Christians all call for the prayers of the people to include the 
topics covered here. We also share this prayer with The Episcopal Church, from whose 
prayer book (1979) we have borrowed it.  
  
A deacon or layperson may lead these intercessions, introducing them with: 
 
Joining our voices with sisters and brothers in Christ, who makes us one, let us pray for 
the church and the world. 
 
THANKSGIVING  
 
Act of Repentance and Peace  
These songs acknowledge the reality of brokenness and strife within the congregation, 
recognize God as the source of our unity, seek God’s help, and make commitments to 
seek unity with one another. 
 
During the singing, invite the congregation to share signs of their commitment to love 
one another as Christ has loved us, especially with persons with whom they may be in 
some tension or conflict.  
 
   “I Need You to Survive”      Zion Still Sings,  219; Africana Hymnal , 4130  
   OR 
 
   “Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee”       UMH 562 
   “Dona Nobis Pacem” (sung in rounds)       UMH 376 
   “Live in Charity” (5X or more)       TFWS 2179  
 

 
THANKSGIVING AND OFFERING 
Deacon or Lay Leader: 
Strengthened in our oneness with each other,  
let us offer our thanks and our gifts to God.  
The offering is collected during the singing. 

 
Music during the Offering 

“Mystery of Faith” CCLI# 6256764 OR 
 

“In Unity We Lift Our Song” TFWS 2221 
“We Are One in Christ Jesus” (3X-- alternating languages) TFWS 2229 

 
Persons shortly completing or who have recently completed coursework in educational 
institutions may come front and center during the singing. Close friends and family may 
stand behind them.  
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SENDING FORTH 
Recognition of Graduates 
 
Pastor: 
On this Heritage Sunday,  
United Methodists worldwide recognize milestones  
in the life of their local congregations. 
Often we think of milestones as church starts, 
new buildings, new staff, or substantial growth  
or decline  
in size. 
 
But the most important milestone for the church, 
united in our Risen Lord, 
are those moments when we send persons  
into new contexts of ministry in Christ’s name and the Spirit’s power. 
 
Today, we recognize these persons who are graduating 
from educational institutions.  
Whether they leave us to continue study or work elsewhere, 
or remain among us, 
they have completed one phase of their formation for lifelong discipleship, 
and now begin new ones. 
 
We send them forth with our prayers, 
and the laying on of hands. 
 
The congregation may be invited to stretch their hands in prayer. Clergy, lay leaders, 
and those standing with the graduates may lay hands on each graduate.  
 
A certificate of prayer and a small cross may be given to each graduate after the prayer. 
 
Pastor (laying hands upon each graduate): 
Name,  thankful for all you are now prepared to do, 
we send you forth in the name of Christ, 
and in the power of the Spirit, 
who makes us one.  
 
Graduates and others may remain where they are and help lead the singing. 
 
“ We Unite” CCLI# 5654532 OR 
 
“ Walk with Me” TFWS 2242 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
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Go in peace, united in the love and power of the Risen Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

MUSIC NOTES 
 
Even So, Come 

We featured this song by Chris Tomlin during the Advent season, and it is a 
powerful way to begin worship. Be aware of the nature of the bride and bridegroom 
language and how this might affect worship where you are. The ideal key for 
congregational singing is D (B minor), and accompaniment is best with guitar, piano, or 
band. 
 
Oh, How Good It Is 

This modern hymn contains allusions to the Beatitudes Scripture of Matthew 5, 
when we see the paradoxes of rejoicing/mourning, weak/strength, and affliction/grace. If 
you are familiar with the Getty/Townend song, “Across the Lands” (Worship & Song , 
3032), the overall character of this hymn is very similar. The 6/8 meter gives it a 
boisterous quality that is a morale booster within a singing congregation, and its very 
nature, when learned by the gathered people, lends toward spirited singing. The best 
instrumental support would be an acoustic band with guitar, bass, and percussion. Have 
a choir sing in four-part harmony (found on the “vocal sheet” on the CCLI website), or a 
praise team sing in three-part harmony. The ideal key is C or D, depending on the 
comfortable singing range of your church. 
 
They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love (TFWS 2223) 

A congregation member once told me, “Don’t sing this song like a dirge!” She 
continued to say this song from the 1960s was a bold statement of faith and unity in 
action, and singing it too softly or gently does not allow the holy boldness to shine 
through. I have come to agree! Claiming we are one, declaring we will walk and work 
with one another is a courageous, prophetic statement. The closing doxological stanza 
finishes the climax of this work, so it is recommended to begin mezzo forte , with 
elevating volume, texture, and intensity with each stanza. F minor is written in The Faith 
We Sing ; but for bands, this would also work in E minor. As written in the worship order, 
it is also possible to alter the rhythm of the melody and accompany this with a 5/4 
rhythm akin to Dave Brubeck’s “Take Five.” 
 
Make Us One (TFWS 2224) 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir and its director, Carol Cymbala, have long been 
a well-known fixture in contemporary gospel music. This short work in The Faith We 
Sing  is a very singable chorus that needs to be sung quite slowly to allow the harmonies 
to develop completely and the vocal line to soar with sensitive phrasing. I recommend a 
metronome marking of quarter note = 48. Accompany on piano, organ, or rhythm 
section. 
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I Need You to Survive (Zion Still Sings , 219; Africana Hymnal,  4130) 

This contemporary gospel hymn affirms our need of God and one another as we 
journey along the road of salvation and discipleship. Mark Miller has written a wonderful 
accompaniment found in both The Africana Hymnal  and Zion Still Sings . Take your time 
with the accompaniment because there are a good number of sixteenth notes and tricky 
rhythms if taken too fast. A metronome marking of 48 is also recommended here. The 
ideal accompaniment is organ, piano, and/or rhythm section. 
 
Jesus, Lord, We Look to Thee (UMH 562) 

 With this work, Charles Wesley crafted a beautiful expression of corporate 
holiness as we, united, seek to be made “altogether like our Lord.” This unity and 
togetherness also alludes to the key Wesleyan tenet of social holiness. The 
SAVANNAH tune is best accompanied on organ or piano. 
 
Dona Nobis Pacem (UMH 376) 

One of the best known canons throughout the church, “Dona Nobis Pacem” 
(translated, “Give us peace”) is also one of the easiest canons to sing. Adults, children, 
and youth have sung this lyrical canon for years, and it needs to continue! Don’t believe, 
however, that this must be done a cappella . That is certainly an option, but add 
instruments if it makes the singing more confident. No chord symbols are present with 
this canon in The United Methodist Hymnal , but the progression is: 
 

Measure: 1 2 3 4   5   6   7      8 
Chord: F C F F/C-C   Bb   F   F/C-C    F 

 
The other option is to have solo instruments supporting the voices. Divide the choir and 
congregation appropriately to help guarantee success! 
 
Live in Charity (Ubi caritas) [TFWS 2179] 

If you have had the opportunity to visit the Taizé Community, you will note that 
these short, cyclic choruses are sung many times. An interesting phenomenon happens 
when these songs are repeated--the sung words become a vehicle for the deeper 
prayers in the heart. The original language of this song was Latin, and I would challenge 
your congregation to sing the words because of the repetitive nature of the song. The 
phonetic pronunciation is as follows: 
 

Oo-bee  cah-ree-tahs  eht  ah-mor; Deh-oos ee-bee ehst 
 
Accompany with any variety of instruments, including guitar, organ, piano, winds, and 
strings. Make sure, however, that the tempo sustains a four-measure phrase and is 
played gently flowing. Click here for a History of Hymns article that examines the hymn, 
“Where Charity and Love Prevail,” which is a translation of the ancient “Ubi caritas” text. 
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Mystery of Faith 
What a gem of a liturgical piece this modern worship song is! The chorus uses 

the words of the Memorial Acclamation to frame this atonement hymn. The primary 
concern is the use of fairly graphic “blood” language (“Your blood was spilled for us”), 
even though when used in relation to Holy Communion, the image is somewhat more 
relatable. The original key of B works fairly well, but the beginning of the bridge (“Let it 
rise, let it rise; with one voice we’re singing…”) should be sung by a soloist, not the 
entire congregation. Accompany with piano, guitar, or band. 
 
In Unity We Lift Our Song (TFWS 2221) 

Ken Medema is often known for his choral compositions for churches, but in this 
hymn he has embraced strength in the language of unity. Creating a new hymn text to 
pair with EIN’ FESTE BURG is a challenge, but he has handled it gracefully in a hymn 
your congregation will want to sing again and again. The bold and confident nature of 
the tune adds to the proclamation experienced in singing, and it is best accompanied 
with organ. Alternate harmonizations and a descant can be found in The United 
Methodist Hymnal Music Supplement . History of Hymns 
 
We Are One in Christ Jesus (TFWS 2229) 

This corito , or short song, must be sung with spirit and lots of energy, but keep in 
mind that “energy” doesn’t always mean “faster.” There is a certain intensity within the 
rhythm and melody of this tune, and it can be heightened by enhancing with instruments 
like guitar, tambourine, and claves. As Anne Burnette Hook has noted in The Faith We 
Sing Worship Planner , teaching this song to the congregation can be as simple as 
singing through on a “la” syllable before adding words. In this week’s context, we 
encourage alternating between English and Spanish if possible. 
 
We Unite 

As is shown in the words of the bridge, “a call to love” is a message today’s 
church needs to hear and proclaim. This modern worship song is a very energetic text 
and tune with a driving pulse and well placed repetitive rhythms. The confidence and 
energy within this song is similar to what you will experience in “In Unity We Lift Our 
Song,” but the best accompaniment here is with a full worship band. Be encouraged to 
repeat the bridge numerous times, beginning softly with a gradual crescendo toward the 
recapitulation of the chorus. The ideal key for congregational singing is F. 
 
Walk with Me (TFWS 2242) 

Using a means of narrative that places the singer in the continuing lineage of 
holiness and discipleship begun in Scripture, John S. Rice weaves a thread through 
stories of Moses, Peter, and Mary Magdalene before directing toward the singers 
themselves (“And when you share your faith with me…”). This song, then, becomes an 
invitation to join the continuing journey of discipleship that has been a common pursuit 
since the beginning of creation. Accompany with piano, organ, or rhythm section. 
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PREACHING NOTES 

This week, you will again deliver your sermon from a seated position at a dining table. 
Remember that preaching from this position changes the dynamic between you and the 
congregation. Try to be a little less formal, a little more intimate and personal, as you 
speak with your congregation. 
  
As we enter our second week in our series, “Becoming,” this week and next week we 
continue listening in on Jesus’ final conversation with his disciples on the night before 
his death. Imagine that we are sitting with Jesus and his disciples around a table. Jesus 
has already tried to show what God’s love is like to his disciples. They have shared a 
meal. He has washed their feet. He has told them he will not be with them for very much 
longer.  
  
Last week, we talked about how, just as Jesus reached out to embrace his disciples, 
Jesus reaches out to embrace us. He invites us into unity with the Triune God. He 
draws us into the body of Christ. It is his work, not ours, that makes us one with him. 
  
Now he tells his disciples, and he tells us, that even though he is going away, he is not 
leaving us alone. The Father is sending an advocate, the very Spirit of God, to be with 
us forever. In addition, Jesus is leaving us something to follow besides him. He is 
leaving a new commandment. We are to love one another. We are to love one another 
as he has loved us. If his disciples obey his commandment to love one another, Jesus 
says, even after he has left the world, and the world can no longer see him, his disciples 
will still be able to see him. He says that when we have the commandments and keep 
them, we will be loved by his Father and he will love us and reveal himself to us. 
 
SIDEBAR: ABBA IS NOT “DADDY” 
The name “Father” for God was not unique to Jesus in first-century Judaism. Nor did 
Jesus characterize God the Father as “Daddy,” as you may find asserted (with no 
warrant, linguistic or historical) in some Christian literature. Such a title never appears in 
the New Testament or anywhere in early Christian literature. “Abba” in Hebrew and 
Aramaic is regularly and properly translated “Pater” in Greek and Latin, and it carried 
the same connotation that includes both intimacy within the family and some formal 
distance and respect for the nature of the leadership and authority the father was 
expected to exercise within and on behalf of the family. 
END SIDEBAR 
  
So Jesus is very clear here in his instruction. He tells us exactly what to do. He tells us 
to love one another as he has loved, and he promises that the Spirit of the Triune God 
will continue to be present as we live into his command to love one another the way that 
he loved not just his disciples, but all God’s people. 
  
We are to love one another the way that Jesus loved his disciples. 
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How did Jesus love his disciples? He loved them by giving, not by taking. He asked not 
that they serve him, but that serve one another. He taught them how to love with his 
words. And he taught them how to love by his actions. 
  

● He showed how to love by the way he lived.  
● He showed how to love by the way he acted in the world and by the things 

that he did.  
● He showed how to love by continually looking for ways to give himself to 

everyone else in the world.  
● He showed how to love by giving of his very life for others. 

  
And I’m not just talking about giving his life away on the cross. The cross was only the 
final act. Long before the cross, in all that he said and did, Jesus gave himself in love to 
almost everyone he met. 
  
Jesus loved all kinds of people. He loved the poor, the oppressed, the outcasts, the sick 
and diseased, the mentally ill, the deformed, the blind, the lame, the deaf, and the 
dumb. He loved women and children. He loved those inside his faith community and 
those from outside it. He loved people from cultural and ethnic groups other than his 
own.  
 
Jesus gave himself in love to others by teaching them, healing them, and just plain old 
hanging around with them. Jesus didn’t surround himself with the successful people of 
his generation. He didn’t hang out with the glamorous, beautiful, powerful, and wealthy 
folks. He didn’t choose friends and associates for what he could gain for himself out of 
those relationships. 
  
Jesus chose to spend his time with the rejects of his generation. That’s who Jesus went 
around with. Because Jesus wasn’t into relationships for personal gain. He wasn’t 
looking for fame or worldly power or popularity. He was not looking to get  something out 
of his relationship with someone else. 
  
He was looking to give  himself to anybody and everybody who needed someone to love 
them and do for them. 
  
Now, of course, you and I are not Jesus. Most of us are not able to give ourselves to the 
people of this world in the same way that Jesus gave himself. But we can try. We can 
practice. And the more we practice, the more we learn to love by concentrating on 
giving rather than getting, the more at peace we are with ourselves. 
  
The good news is, when we are trying to learn to love one another the way that Jesus 
loved his disciples, we are not alone in this work. God helps us. The Father has sent an 
Advocate, the Spirit, to us to strengthen and lift up our hearts. 
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The Spirit of God precedes us in our work of loving. The Spirit is already at work in the 
world. God’s Spirit is all around us: in nature, in the sun that warms the earth every 
single morning—winter, spring, summer, and fall. God’s Spirit is here, in all the multiple 
and various forms of life that surround us, whether we live in a tropical place or the 
Arctic, the jungle or the desert, the mountains or the plains. 
  
No matter where we are on this beautiful earth, some form of life, some evidence of 
God’s creation, some testimony to God’s steadfast love for this world, is with us. And 
the testimony of all forms of life is that we must give ourselves away for the good of the 
next generation. Each life form must give sacrificially in order for the next generation to 
continue to thrive. 
  
BEGIN SIDEBAR 
On Giving, by Taylor Burton-Edwards 
 
What Jesus Gave His Disciples: John 17:6-8. Jesus has given his disciples two 
things: knowledge of the name  of God as Father, and the words the Father gave him. 
 
Giving the Name:  “Knowledge of the name” is more than knowing a title and using it to 
address another. It is about knowing the character of the person, and ultimately the 
person herself or himself, and learning to relate to that person in keeping with the name. 
So in giving his disciples the name of God as his Father, Jesus was at the same time 
teaching them to relate to God as their Father as their primary connection to God.  
 
This is part of what Jesus means in John 14:8-10 in response to Phillip’s demand, 
“Show us the Father.” Jesus says “I am in the Father and the Father is in me” (v. 10). 
One of the most important ways Jesus gives us the name of the Father is by giving us 
himself. Holy Communion is one of the primary means by which Jesus continues to be 
shown and communicated and given to us, collectively, as the gathered community of 
his disciples. So participating in worship and having people who are able to lead us in 
Holy Communion are essential ministries that also help make us one with Christ, one 
with each other, and one in ministry. Indeed, Holy Communion is a primary means by 
which we express and embody the reality of being one in ministry. 
 
Giving the Words:   Jesus gives us the name, and so the relationship with God the 
Father. He also gives us “the words you gave to me” (v. 8). What in English we often 
call “The Ten Commandments” in Hebrew is “The Ten Words.” “Words” in this context 
means instruction, both direction and guidance in how to live as “children of the 
Heavenly Father” (see UMH 141) and his own disciples in the world. Through his words, 
his instruction, Jesus formed his disciples to be in the world what the Father had sent 
Jesus to be, and to do what the Father had sent Jesus to do: to give others God’s name 
(bring them into relationship with God the Father) and to instruct them in the way of 
Jesus as Jesus had instructed them.  
 
Being One in Ministry:  Now, in verse 11, Jesus makes his first request of the Father 
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for the sake of his disciples: “Protect them in your name that I have given you, so they 
may be one as we are one.”  
 
In giving his disciples a relationship with the Father, and in giving them the instruction 
for living and working in the world as his disciples, Jesus gave his disciples (and 
through them still gives us) a grounding for their common life and common ministry 
within the life of the Trinity, and most specifically within the relationship of the Father 
and the Son, guided and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
 
This is a big claim! Our oneness in ministry-- being sent by Jesus as the Father sent 
him-- is grounded not in our own giftedness or our own capability to “get along with 
others,” but rather in the relationships and life of the Trinity. We have responsibility not 
to get in the way of the process of being one in ministry with each other locally and 
worldwide, and indeed responsibility as well to facilitate the mutual respect and love 
needed across age, expertise, and cultural difference. But at ground, the power for our 
unity in ministry is in the Trinity, not in ourselves.  
END SIDEBAR 
  
I have a confession to make. I used to be a hardcore Judge Judy  fan. I remember a 
particular Judge Judy  episode in which there was a man who had somehow gotten into 
a car chase with his son. The incident ended with the son wrecking the car he was 
driving. I think the father was suing the son for the damage to the car. Well, Judge Judy 
was absolutely incensed with the father. She told him that even the simplest, most 
unthinking life forms on the planet instinctively knew it was important to protect their 
young and not put them in danger. Lions protected their young, she said. Deer 
protected their young. Birds protected their young. Her point was that no matter what, 
this man should have known, instinctively, that to put his son in danger by chasing him 
down the street in a car stood in sharp contrast to the normal behavior of most of God’s 
creatures. It simply was not right for a father to go after his own son in this way, no 
matter what the son had done. 
  
We human beings may be very smart creatures in the animal world, but we have a 
tendency to lose focus. Our self-centeredness gets the best of us. It is our particular sin 
to bear. It overpowers our will to do what is right. It tempts us to prioritize 
ourselves—what I can get, what I can achieve, what I can be, how much money I can 
make for myself and for my family—and takes our focus away from loving others. 
  
Praise God that Christ does not abandon us to our own fallen natures. Praise God for 
sending the Spirit to help us. God’s Spirit is here, all around us and in us, reminding us 
and nudging us to love others as Jesus loved his disciples. All we have to do is follow in 
the way of Jesus. All we have to do is read the stories of how he loved. God has already 
given us the very best example on earth of how we are meant to love one another. We 
learn to love the right way by getting to know Jesus. 
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As we talked about last week, our first step in getting to know Jesus is to say yes to his 
embrace. When he reaches out to us, we have to say yes to his invitation into unity with 
him. But there is more to knowing Jesus than just saying yes. While it is important to 
say yes and to turn and take a first step toward having a personal relationship with him, 
the fact is, saying yes to being embraced into unity with Jesus is only the first step into 
the relationship. 
  
To really know Jesus requires many steps and a much greater commitment. We get to 
know Jesus by making our relationship with him a priority. We get to know him by 
devoting our time daily to studying his life and ways. We get to know him by reading and 
rereading the Bible. We get to know him by partaking of the bread of life and the blood 
of the new covenant. We get to know him by comparing our own experiences of Jesus 
with the experiences that other followers of Jesus have had. We get to know him by 
doing on-the-job training: through worship and through mission and and through 
practicing over and over the art of loving others the way that Jesus loved. 
  
It isn’t an easy thing. It takes time and effort, trial and error. It takes trying to intentionally 
love others over the course of our entire lives to learn to love God’s world as Jesus 
loved it. So the sooner we get started learning God’s way of loving, as taught by Jesus, 
the better off we are. 
  
The reason we are better off is because there is both an immediate and long-term 
benefit to learning to love as Jesus loved. The immediate benefit is the peace that 
following Jesus brings to our lives. This is what Jesus was talking about when he told 
his disciples, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give it as the 
world gives.” 
  
The world does not teach us to give away our love. The world teaches us to seek to be 
loved. It tells us that getting love, being admired and adored by the world, is the thing 
that will bring us the most satisfaction in life. It tells us that the only way to happiness is 
to get as much as we can for ourselves and our families. It tells us to forget about 
everyone else’s needs. It tells us to think first about what is in it for me, and what can I 
get for myself out of my relationships with others. 
  
But when we get off that worldly track and start down the path of trying to give as much 
as we can to other people, almost immediately we start feeling at peace with the world 
and at peace with ourselves. We all know this is true. We’ve all had experiences of how 
much more satisfying, how much better, it is to give than to receive. And we know that it 
brings us peace. 
  
But there is a long-term benefit too. Jesus says, “On that day you will know that I am in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep 
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I 
will love them and reveal myself to them." 
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Once we start trying to keep Jesus’ commandment to love others as he loved—when 
we seek through accountable discipleship to engage daily in acts of devotion, and try to 
offer compassion to others, and engage in acts of justice on behalf of those without 
voice—it is transformational. Christ is revealed to us in new ways. Our spirits find a kind 
of peace we have not known before. We come to know, deep down in our hearts, that 
we are not only one with Christ, but increasingly one with our brothers and sisters. 
  
We have talked about becoming one with Christ. We have talked about becoming one 
with each other. Next week, as we finish our journey through the Great Fifty Days of 
Easter, we will talk about becoming one in ministry, so that on the day of Pentecost we 
may celebrate the power of the Holy Spirit enabling us to allow the transforming love of 
Christ to flow through us into all the world. 
 
  

 
PLANNING NOTES 

BECOMING… ONE WITH EACH OTHER 
 
 

Reading Notes 
NRSV texts, artwork and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  for this service are available at 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library. 
 
Leccionario en Español, Leccionario Común Revisado: Consulta Sobre Textos Comunes . 
 
Lectionnaire en français, Le Lectionnaire Œcuménique Révisé 
 
Calendar Notes 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: BECOMING… ONE WITH EACH OTHER 
 
Colors are white or gold, and flowers may continue to abound today and throughout the Great 
50 Days of Easter Season until its final celebration on Pentecost, when the colors are red.  
  
 
All Month Christian Home Month 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
May 8-14 Christian Family Week 
May 14 Festival of the Christian Home/Mother’s Day (USA)   
 New Mini-Series Begins: Easter Season: Becoming... 
May 21 Heritage Sunday 
May 24 Aldersgate Day 
May 25 Ascension Day 
May 28 Ascension Sunday (if transferred) 
May 29 Memorial Day (USA) 
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June 
June 4 Day of Pentecost (Easter Season Concludes) 
June 11 Trinity Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday 
New Series Begins: From Chaos to Community 
June 18 Father’s Day (USA) 
June 19 Juneteenth 
 
July 
July 4 Independence Day 
  
August 
All Month Back to School Resources 
 
September 
All Month Season of Creation (2017 resources forthcoming) 
September 4 Labor Day (USA) 
September 15- 
October 15 Hispanic Heritage Month (USA) 
 
October 
All Month A Season of Saints (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 1 World Communion Sunday 

October 6-8 Children’s Sabbath (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 15 Laity Sunday (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 31 Reformation Day (500th Anniversary) 

  
 
For Your Planning Team: BECOMING… ONE WITH EACH OTHER 
 
In this second service of a series, the focus is starting from where you began last week 
and taking this service toward the week to come. Since this series, in effect, has four 
services, the second and third weeks function more like a plateau, with a final hike up 
the mountain happening on week four (Pentecost).  
 
The service this week and next maintains the same approach to the entrance, the 
reading of Scripture, and the sermon (seated at the dining table) as last week’s and 
adds an element suggested both by the departure of one of the disciples in the wider 
context of the reading and the time of the year in the US. We are in the midst of 
“graduation season.” While you may use this part of the service on any week you find it 
most helpful in your setting, it is particularly appropriate today. Even as folks may leave 
us to continue education or find work elsewhere after completing education, we are still 
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made one with them in Christ, and our role is not merely to say farewell, but to send 
them where they’re going as sisters and brothers in Christ to find faithful ways to live out 
their discipleship and a community of faith to support them there.  
 
Logistics:  
Rehearse the actions around the table (people coming to it, reading, placing cross, 
leaving) with your musicians and those coming to the table. The specific actions are 
somewhat different this week than last. 
 
Also rehearse the actions of the graduates and families coming to the front and 
assembling for the prayer, as well as the action of giving each graduate a small gift after 
the prayer. Pastor, you will want an assistant to hold and give you the gifts or distribute 
the gifts. This will prevent you from fumbling with gifts plus your worship order and keep 
everything flowing smoothly. This rehearsal may be done shortly before the service 
begins.  
 
Today is Heritage Sunday in The United Methodist Church. This is noted particularly in 
the act of sending for graduates. This year’s theme, “Milestones: Calling Local 
Churches to Discover and Celebrate Their History,” may be better suited for a display 
and perhaps a program in your fellowship hall or Sunday school classes than in worship 
today.  
 
 
Additional Resources 
2014 Planning Helps for The Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Malawi, Zambia 
 

 
 

FORMATION GROUP NOTES 
 
Each week’s group meetings during Easter Season point forward to the coming Sunday. 
For this week, your groups will explore together the meaning being one in ministry as 
they seek to continue to claim the gifts and calling for ministry given to each one 
individually. 
 
Here is a suggested agenda for this week’s first Easter Season Formation Group 
meeting. 
 
1. Brief, informal time of gathering (10 minutes or so) with snacks to share. 
 
2. Formal gathering-- seated in a circle in chairs or around a table-- with requests for 
prayer for the coming week (10 minutes)-- and prayer led by the group leader or unison 
in the group. If the latter, one practice I’ve found useful in leading such groups is 
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immediately after a person shares, the whole group pauses, then says in unison, “Into 
your hands, O God, we commend our sister/brother/sibling(s) Name(s).” Proceed to the 
next person and repeat until all who wish to offer requests for prayer have had the 
opportunity to do so. 
 
3. Teaching and Conversation-- (35 minutes)-- This week is part one of two sessions 
focused on the most intensive work you will do together as a formation group: 
identifying one ministry into which each person is willing, gifted, and supported by 
others in the group to be commissioned on Pentecost (two weeks from today).  
 
This week, you will complete this process with half of your group members. Next week, 
you’ll complete it with the other half. Use “Session 4” in “DIY Tools for Spiritual Gifts 
Discernment” as a guide for your discernment process with each person, whether with 
the whole group as an example, or in smaller groups of two or three. At the end of this 
session, half of your group members will have identified a specific ministry and concrete 
next steps for action, and they  will have received prayer and a pledge of personal 
support from other group members for the ministry they will pursue and into which they 
will be commissioned on Pentecost.  
  
4. Gather in a circle or huddle, lay hands on one another, one by one, and pray in 
unison, “X, may you continue to grow in Christ in the days ahead.” 
  
5. Thank all for coming, and send  the group out to keep learning and living the baptism 
they have received. 
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SEVENTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER: BECOMING… ONE IN 

MINISTRY (ASCENSION SUNDAY, MEMORIAL DAY) 
 

FULL SERVICE 
 
The dining table is in place, front and center. The Lord’s Table includes the implements 
for Holy Communion.  
 
The cross placed in the center position (where Jesus would be sitting) remains on the 
dining table.  
 
ENTRANCE 
 
“Crown Him” (Majesty) CCLI# 6463818 
“Glorify Thy Name” (with band), st 1-2 The Faith We Sing,  2016 
Reading (music continues) John 17:1-5 
“Glorify Your Name,” st 3 The Faith We Sing,  2016 OR 
 
“Father, We Have Heard You Calling” Worship & Song , 3150 
“Glorify Thy Name” The Faith We Sing,  2016 
Reading (music continues) John 17:1-5 
“Glorify Thy Name,” st 3 The Faith We Sing,  2016 
 
 
WORD AND RESPONSE 
During the singing of the second stanza of “Glorify Thy Name,” a group of people comes 
and takes seats at the dining table. One of those at the table reads John 17:1-5 from 
her or his seat. 
 
During the singing of stanza 3, the pastor or a deacon approaches the table and opens 
the Bible, preparing to start the rest of the reading. The reader looks first at the people 
at the table, taking time to make eye contact with each, then at the congregation, then 
continues the reading.  
 
Reading John 17:6-11 
 
After the reading, the pastor takes a seat at the table, to either side of the cross, and 
offers the sermon. 
 
Sermon Becoming… One in Ministry 

 
Call to Confession and Oneness in Ministry 
Deacon or Pastor: 
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We have heard what you prayed for us, Jesus. 
“That we may be one, as you and the Father are one.” 
 
You have been faithful, O God. 
You invite us into your very life, Three-in-One, 
so we may be as united in ministry 
as you are.  
 
And we have not been faithful. 
 
Younger voices: We have not respected the wisdom  
of the older and more experienced.  
 
Older voices: We have not been open to the passion and insights  
of the young and those newer among us.  
 
All: We have blocked ourselves and others from relationship with you,  
by our sin, our stubbornness, and our discomfort with your gifts  
of stability and  change. 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
You would make us one in and through our distinctions, 
as you are One God in Three distinct persons.  
 
And we continue to act as if oneness in ministry means 
everyone acts the way I or people like me prefer.  
 
Left side: Correct us. 
 
Right side: Heal us. 
 
All: Forgive us, O God.  
And restore us to the oneness in Christ, 
oneness with each other, 
and oneness in ministry 
for which Jesus prayed. Amen.  
 
Silence 
 
Pastor: 
Count yourself corrected. 
Let God’s healing power flow through you 
and toward one another. 
And know you are forgiven in the name of Jesus. 
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All: Amen. 
 
One with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry, 
let us confess the faith of the one, holy and apostolic church 
in the words of the one confession that unites Christians everywhere.  
 
Confession of Faith of the One Church 

“The Nicene Creed” United Methodist Hymnal,  880  
 
The Peace and Offertory 

May the peace of Christ, who makes us one, move among us. 
And may the gifts we offer, in money and in praise, be pleasing to God. 

 
The people may exchange the peace of Christ. The offering may be collected. 
 
Music During the Offering 
 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” CCLI# 3501780 OR 
“Holy Holy, Holy” United Methodist Hymnal,   64 

 
During the singing, the dining table and chairs are removed, and the cross is placed on 
a pedestal behind and above the Lord’s Table, where the presider will lead the Great 
Thanksgiving. 
 
THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION  
Invitation 
Deacon or Pastor (standing behind the Lord’s Table): 
 
Christ our Lord now invites us to his table. 
We love him. 
We earnestly repent of our sin. 
We seek to be at peace with one another. 
 

 
The Great Thanksgiving BOW 66-67  OR 
 
Pastor:  So lift up your hearts! 
We lift them to you, Lord. 
 
Give God the glory. 
All our praise, all our thanks, all our lives are yours! 
 
Yours is the praise, 
yours is the thanks, 
yours is the honor, 
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now and forever, 
One in Three 
and Three in One. 
 
Glorify your name in all the earth. 
 
Out of chaos, 
your brought creation. 
 
Out of bondage and exile, 
you brought your people Israel. 
 
Out of sin, destruction, death, and decay, 
you bring forth mercy, deliverance, eternal life and new creation. 
 
And so we join our voices with every saint and sinner 
of every nation, people, and tongue, 
with every angel and heavenly being, 
and with every element of creation 
that shines or wriggles or vibrates in your praise: 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Blessed is Christ who comes in your name. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
You make us one, Lord Jesus. 
 
Calling us to follow where you lead, 
and to this table, 
you make us one with you. 
 
Calling people from every walk of life, 
from mainstream to marginalized, 
from low to high estate, 
from everybody who was somebody, 
to everybody who was nobody, 
you make us one body in you. 
 
Calling on the Father, 
and commending us to the Holy Spirit, 
you sent your first disciples 
and send us still 
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to be one in ministry 
as you and the Father and the Spirit are one.  
 
Even so, come Holy Spirit. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Come upon us, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine we offer 
in our full-bodied praise 
remembering the words of Jesus 
who gathered his disciples around bread and wine, 
and said: 
 
The pastor or an assistant lifts the bread. 
This is my body, given for you. Eat this, and remember me. 
 
The pastor or an assistant lifts the cup. 
This is my blood, poured out for you. Drink this, and remember me.  
 
And so,  
offering our lives and these gifts before you, 
Holy Three, Holy One, 
we join our voices in prayer and sing: 
 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
One with all sisters and brothers in Christ around the world, and all who lead them… 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
One in hope and work for freedom, justice, and peace in our communities, the nation, 
and the world… 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
One with all creatures and this earth you have commended to our care… 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
One in hope and work for protection, healing, and relief for all who are suffering, sick, 
oppressed, in harm’s way, or about to die… 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
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Deacon or Pastor: 
One with all who seek you and all who have never known your name or your salvation… 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
One with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry... 
“Make Us One” TFWS 2224 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
One with all who pray as Christ taught us, saying: 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (in your first language). 
 
The pastor breaks the bread in the sight of the people, then serves the servers, who 
serve the pastor and the people. 
 
Music During Communion 

“One Bread, One Body” UMH 620 
“Table of Plenty” W&S 3173  

 
“Father, We Thank You” UMH 565 
“Christ, from Whom All Blessings Flow” (st 1-4) UMH 550
 
 

Thanksgiving after Communion  (Sung) UMH 550 
Deacon or Pastor and People: 
 
Many are we now, and one, 
we who Jesus have put on. 
There is neither bond nor free 
male nor female, Lord, in thee. 
 
Love, like death hath all destroyed, 
rendered all distinctions void; 
names and sects and parties fall, 
thou, O Christ, art all in all. Amen.  
 
SENDING FORTH 
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
 
Go in peace, one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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MUSIC NOTES 
 
Crown Him (Majesty) 

Continuing the trend of writing choruses to pair with well known hymns, this 
modern worship song has been written based upon the hymn, “Crown Him with Many 
Crowns.” The best option to use when singing this in worship is to invite the 
congregation to sing the verse, with the choir or worship team singing the chorus and 
bridge. The parts are too high for congregations, and a key adjustment here would be 
difficult because the verses do not need to be any lower for congregational singing. 
Tenors or sopranos could sing the melody, with harmony built around it. These parts 
can be accessed either on CCLI’s SongSelect service (for the appropriate subscription 
plan) or Praise Charts. 
 
Glorify Your Name (TFWS 2016) 

One of the standards of early praise and worship music repertoire, this favorite 
by Donna Adkins has been sung for years. Unlike many modern songs, this work 
provides a reference to the Triune God by simply changing the reference at the 
beginning of the chorus (Father, Jesus, Spirit). The rest of the song is completely the 
same each time, so find ways to vary it musically. Here is a suggestion: Divide the 
congregation in half, and divide the first and third phrases in half, with each half of the 
congregation singing a half of the phrase. The entire congregation can sing together on 
the second and fourth phrases. It would look like this: 
 

Measures 1-2: Congregation A 
Measures 3-4: Congregation B 
Measures 5-8: Congregation A&B 
Measures 9-10: Congregation A 
Measures 11-12: Congregation B 
Measures 13-16: Congregation A&B 

 
Another option would be to teach this song to children’s choirs and have them lead the 
singing in front of the congregation. Children’s voices work especially well in the range 
of this song, and you can accompany with any instrument, from organ or piano to guitar 
or full band. 
 
Father, We Have Heard You Calling (W&S 3150) 

Another Trinitarian hymn of praise, this creation from British hymnwriter Gareth 
Hill provides the culmination of unity fleshed out in this series: “one in love and one in 
worship--children of eternity.” We are united in God’s time from now into eternity. Each 
stanza of this hymn focuses upon a different person in the Trinity, but the fourth stanza 
is all-inclusive, creating an image of the Trinity not as separate persons of God, but as 
holy community. The hymn is paired with HYFRYDOL in Worship & Song  and is best 
accompanied by organ or piano. Hymn Study 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Hillsong) 
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The only recommended piece of this work on its own that is worth mentioning is 
the ending: “Holy, we cry holy.” The rest of the song is the same as the original hymn, 
and the original key of this setting is too low. Sing in D, and have the praise team use 
the ending if it enhances the hymn in your setting. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Heber/Dykes) [UMH 64] 

I am of the opinion that this hymn is so well known on its own that it needs no 
variation. Organists and praise bands have been singing this so long that the strophic 
form of the hymn is enough. If you have the option in your setting, add brass to the 
singing of the hymn to brighten the tone and enliven the atmosphere. There are plenty 
of arrangements of this hymn available for congregations, choirs, handbells, and 
instrumental ensembles. Sing with confidence and gusto! If your worship band needs a 
lead sheet for this hymn, you can find it here. 
 
Make Us One (TFWS 2224) 

The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir and its director, Carol Cymbala, have long been 
a well-known fixture in contemporary gospel music. This short work in The Faith We 
Sing  is a very singable chorus that needs to be sung quite slowly to allow the harmonies 
to develop completely and the vocal line to soar with sensitive phrasing. I recommend a 
metronome marking of quarter note = 48. Accompany on piano, organ, or rhythm 
section. 
 
One Bread, One Body (UMH 620) 

Communion hymns are centered upon many different aspects of the sacrament, 
including the giving of bread and cup to the community and world, the grace given 
through the meal, and the leaving and extending of the table, just to name a few. “One 
Bread, One Body” combines all of those elements into a hymn of unity that also 
celebrates the unique nature of each person and their contributions to the body of 
Christ. This hymn may be accompanied by a number of instruments, but I have found 
the most invitational setting for this folk hymn to be a guitar with the possibility of having 
solo treble instruments double the melody line or other parts of the harmony. This hymn 
should never feel rushed, so let the phrases sing! Plenty of time to breathe is already 
built into the setting. 
 
Table of Plenty (W&S 3173) 

Dan Schutte, well known as the writer of “Here I Am, Lord,” has created this 
Communion hymn as an easily learnable and singable chorus with stanzas that can 
easily be sung by soloists. Whereas many Communion hymns are slower, this hymn is 
more celebratory in nature and allows the congregation to focus upon Communion as 
an act of thanksgiving. The introduction is relatively tricky for many pianists, so if 
needed, choose an improvised introduction that works in your setting. In the Singer’s 
and Accompaniment Editions of Worship & Song , you will also find a descant for the 
chorus and stanzas. If a vocalist is not available for these descants in your community, 
have a solo instrument play them instead. 
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Father, We Thank You (UMH 565) 
This hymn is one of the oldest hymns in The United Methodist Hymnal . Originally 

written in Greek during the second century, this prayer is very powerful, especially when 
considering its origins in the early church. The tune can be difficult to sing because of 
the length of the phrases and the lack of repetition. The first two complete phrases are 
the same, but though the last phrase imitates it somewhat, it is not a repetition. 
Therefore, this hymn may take time for a congregation to learn. Be patient and plan its 
use often over a period of weeks to build an aural recognition of the tune. 
 
Christ, from Whom All Blessings Flow (UMH 550) 

This classic Charles Wesley hymn speaks to the unity found in the joining 
together of the various parts of the body of Christ. The gifts spoken of in 1 Corinthians 
12 are mentioned as Wesley comments, 

 
Move and actuate and guide, 
diverse gifts to each divide; 
placed according to thy will, 
let us all our work fulfill. 

 
This week we recommend the possibility of singing this during Communion, with the 
closing two stanzas sung as the Thanksgiving after Communion. Accompany with 
organ, piano, or guitar. 
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PREACHING NOTES 
Last year during my annual trip to the beach with my husband, a hurricane was forecast 
to make landfall at the exact location of our oceanfront rental cottage. We watched the 
progress of the hurricane all week with worried eyes. We wondered if we would be 
evacuated. Our friends sent us messages and called to make sure we knew the storm 
was headed straight toward us. 
  
Fortunately, by the time the hurricane approached our area, it had been downgraded to 
a tropical storm. The eye of the storm was expected to make landfall on our last full day 
at the beach. So we battened down the hatches, bought some candles, moved the car 
to higher ground, and prepared ourselves to ride it out. 
  
As the storm came crashing against the land, we began seeing small pieces of 
something grayish white, tiny bits of some unknown substance, blowing through the air 
all around us. The stuff was hitting the house. It was hitting my car. It was collecting in 
piles on the grass and the porch. It was thick and expansive as it swirled through the air. 
  
We tried to make sense of what we were seeing through the glass windows of our 
beach house. Was it perhaps the seeds of some beach plant, like the seeds and seed 
hairs of the cottonwood trees back home that let loose on an annual basis and fill the air 
with swirling tiny white bits of fluff that resembled what we were looking at now? Was it 
hail? Should I run out in the storm and move my car under shelter so it would not be 
dented? Was it the result of a spill of some kind—detergent or chemicals or oil—that, 
when subjected to the swirling seas had caused a froth to emerge like some kind of 
giant washing machine agitation cycle? Because of the limitations of our own 
experience, neither of which included ever having lived in a beach community, we 
simply had no idea what we were looking at or how to respond. 
  
As it turned out, we were witnessing seafoam hitting the sand dunes, blowing apart into 
bits and blasting up into the swirling air. The entire beachfront was bursting with millions 
of fragments of seafoam!  
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As a result of that experience, I have a newfound appreciation for seafoam. I am drawn 
not only to its multiple forms, but to its color—so much so that I have painted several 
rooms in my house its particular shade of grayish-greenish white. 
  
Each one of us, no matter how hard we try to expand our horizons, is limited to some 
degree by our own perspective. I can see the world only out of the perspective of my 
own eyes—the eyes of a middle-aged southern, liberal, educated, economically 
privileged feminist Caucasian woman. Because of the limitations of my life experience, I 
can look at a swirling mass of fluffy stuff in the air and interpret what it is only from what 
I know, from what I have seen before in the places I have lived and worked and visited 
in my lifetime. I couldn’t see seafoam because I have never lived by the sea. 
  
Likewise, each of our ministries—from our interpretations of the gospel message of 
Jesus Christ, to the things we hold as most critical in our discipleship and mission—is 
limited to some extent by our own limited vantage point. Particularly, those who have 
not spent much time outside of their communities of origin, and who have, intentionally 
or unintentionally, restricted themselves to engaging primarily with those whom they 
share a similar worldview or culture or political perspective or life experience, may have 
a very limited view of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ in the world. 
  
We are limited as individuals in ministry. We can see only what we know and what is 
familiar. We recognize only the things we are looking at out of what we know from our 
experience. 
  
This is why it is critical that as leaders in the church and as disciples of Jesus, we seek 
to understand and work hard to respect the viewpoints of others. Especially, I believe, 
we are called to be in relationship with disciples of Jesus Christ who hold viewpoints 
that are different from our own. 
  
We can expand our own vision of discipleship only with the help of others. And it is only 
when we do that, when we expand our vision to include the perspective of others 
among God’s people, that we become able to look at the world through the eyes of 
Christ. This is why it is critical not only that we be one in ministry with other people who 
share our faith, but that we seek to be one in ministry with people who have a different 
view of the world than our own. 
 
Because it is by the unity of the Spirit that we are made one with Christ, one with each 
other, and one in ministry, in order to take the good news into all the corners of the 
world. 
  
Today our conversation around a table with Jesus and his disciples comes to an end. 
And as with many sacred and difficult conversations, Jesus closes this time together 
with a prayer. Even though he is facing a very dark hour, Jesus does not ask for prayers 
for himself. He prays for his disciples. He prays for the people God gave him from the 
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world. He blesses them and commissions them to carry on the work that has begun in 
him, but which will now be in their hands to continue. 
  
The disciples were not Jesus. They were flawed human beings with limited 
perspectives. The ministry Jesus blessed them to carry on was placed in the care of 
people—men and women who could not possibly see the world from the perspective of 
the One who was sent by God, the One who was of the very same 
substance—homoousios— and of the very same perspective as the creator of the world. 
The disciples would not individually be able to do what their master had done. Only 
together, with the wisdom and perspective of one another to help them as individuals, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, could they continue the ministry begun by Jesus. 
  
The good news is we are not Jesus either. Just like the first disciples, we are flawed 
human beings with limited perspectives. But God has not left us alone to do the work of 
discipleship. God sent Jesus to teach us and to draw us into unity with him. God sent 
the advocate, the Holy Spirit, to be with us in our work. And God has given us others to 
help us see what we cannot see on our own.  
 

● God has given us helpers to assist us with that which we can’t see fully through 
our own two eyes.  

● God has sent us people from other places, people with completely different 
experiences and opposing viewpoints to our own, to enable us to see what we 
can’t even see fully through the eyes of all the people in our congregations.  

 
It takes all of us, the entire body of Christ becoming one in ministry to see the world and 
God’s people with the eyes of Jesus. And so, as we complete our time around the table 
with our Lord and Savior, his prayer for his disciples is his prayer for us too.  
  
At this point I encourage you get up from your chair and invite the congregation to stand 
and join you in raising your hands to heaven. Ask them to keep their eyes open and 
look up to heaven, as you pray in Christ’s name for them: 
  
Will you stand and lift your eyes and hearts and hands to heaven as we go to God in 
prayer. 

Gracious Lord God, by the power of Christ, your name has been revealed to the 
people you have called from this world to be in mission and ministry. We are 
yours, and you have called each of us by name. You have embraced us to be 
your disciples—and we have kept your word. 
Almighty God, we know that everything you have given to us in our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, comes from you. We believe that the words Jesus spoke are your words, 
and we are committed to listen to your words revealed in Scripture through him. 
We truly do know that he came from you, God. And we believe that you sent him 
not just to the first disciples, but to all disciples, in every generation, including us. 
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And so it is in the holy name of Jesus that I pray for all of us. I’m not praying for 
the general population. I pray for these brothers and sisters that you have called, 
that we may be one in ministry together for this time and place. You have called 
us to minister together. We are yours. 
Bless us, that we be open to the vision that Christ has given not just to those in 
this place, but to those in other parts of your body—those ministering in your 
name in other places, in other nations, and in other denominations. For we know 
that everything you have given through Christ is yours, and everything Christ is, 
came from you. For in Christ, you have been glorified. 
I pray that the fullness of Christ may be glorified in all of us. Holy Father, watch 
over us in your name, the name you gave your son Jesus, that we will be one 
just as you and Christ are one. In the name of God, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit, we pray. Amen. 
(Prayer paraphrased from the words of Jesus as recorded in John 17:6-17, and written by Dawn 
Chesser.) 
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PLANNING NOTES 
BECOMING… ONE IN MINISTRY 

 
 

Reading Notes 
NRSV texts, artwork and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  for this service are available at 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library. 
 
Leccionario en Español, Leccionario Común Revisado: Consulta Sobre Textos Comunes . 
 
Lectionnaire en français, Le Lectionnaire Œcuménique Révisé 
 
Calendar Notes 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER: BECOMING… ONE IN MINISTRY 
 
Colors are white or gold, and flowers may continue to abound today and throughout the Great 
50 Days of Easter Season until its final celebration on Pentecost, when the colors are red.  
  
May 
All Month Christian Home Month 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
May 8-14 Christian Family Week 
May 14 Festival of the Christian Home/Mother’s Day (USA)   
 New Mini-Series Begins: Easter Season: Becoming... 
May 21 Heritage Sunday 
May 24 Aldersgate Day 
May 25 Ascension Day 
May 28 Ascension Sunday (if transferred) 
May 29 Memorial Day (USA) 
  
June 
June 4 Day of Pentecost (Easter Season Concludes) 
June 11 Trinity Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday 
New Series Begins: From Chaos to Community 
June 18 Father’s Day (USA) 
June 19 Juneteenth 
 
July 
July 4 Independence Day 
  
August 
All Month Back to School Resources 
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http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/le-lectionnaire-oecumenique-revise
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https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/christian-home-month1
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http://gcah.org/resources/heritage-sunday-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/aldersgate-day-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/ascension-day-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/ascension-sunday-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/memorial-day-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/day-of-pentecost-2017
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/trinity-sunday-2016
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/peace-with-justice-sunday-2016
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/peace-with-justice-sunday-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/fathers-day-2018
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/juneteenth-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/juneteenth-2017
http://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/independence-day-usa-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/back-to-school-resources
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/back-to-school-resources


September 
All Month Season of Creation (2017 resources forthcoming) 
September 4 Labor Day (USA) 
September 15- 
October 15 Hispanic Heritage Month (USA) 
 
October 
All Month A Season of Saints (2017 resources forthcoming) 
October 1 World Communion Sunday 

October 6-8 Children’s Sabbath (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 15 Laity Sunday (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 31 Reformation Day (500th Anniversary) 

  
 
November 
November 1 All Saints Day 
November 3 World Community Day 
November 5 All Saints Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time Change Song (Fall)  
November 11 Veterans Day 
November 12 Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
November 19 Bible Sunday (National Bible Week November 19-26) 
November 23 Thanksgiving Day 
November 26 Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 

United Methodist Student Day 
 
 
For Your Planning Team: BECOMING… ONE IN MINISTRY 
 
As we continue on the plateau and begin to head toward the mountain peak in this 
series, we also continue the same kind of opening and approach to the reading and 
preaching of the word as during the past two weeks of this series. We conclude with a 
new Great Thanksgiving created for this service in this series that emphasizes where 
we have come in this series (becoming one with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
ministry) and where we are headed next (flowing into ministry in all the world).  
 
Logistics for this Service: 
Rehearse the Opening Set.Whether you are using the modern or the hymn option for 
the opening set, there is a reading that takes place in the midst of it. Be sure your 
reader and musicians have rehearsed this enough that your reader is confident in her or 
his pacing and the musicians know how to accompany during the reading. You might 
consider having a choir member or a band member as the reader so this may be 

44 

https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/labor-day-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/hispanic-heritage-month-2017
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/world-communion-sunday-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/reformation-day-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/all-saints-day-2016
http://www.churchwomen.org/index.php/celebrate/2017-celebrations/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/all-saints-day-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/time-change-song-fall
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/veterans-day-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/organ-and-tissue-donor-sunday-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/international-day-of-prayer-for-the-persecuted-church-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/bible-sunday-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/thanksgiving-day-2016
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship/church-civic-holidays/christ-the-king-sunday-2016
http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/united-methodist-student-day


incorporated into regular rehearsal time. Just be sure to encourage them to rehearse 
this part in your worship space so all will have a sense of how this will sound when it is 
offered live in worship.  
 
Rehearse the actions around the table (people coming to it, reading, placing cross, 
leaving) with your musicians and those coming to the table. Note, too, the additional 
action of moving the cross from the dining table to a position behind and above the 
Lord’s Table for the celebration of Holy Communion.  
 
We have provided for Holy Communion this week. If you normally celebrate on the 
first Sunday of the month and are unable to celebrate both this week and next in your 
context, plan to celebrate this week rather than next week. The theme this week (one in 
ministry) strongly suggests the appropriateness of celebrating Holy Communion this 
Sunday. The addition of the commissioning to next week’s service may make also 
celebrating Communion a difficult time and logistical challenge.  
 
Rehearse the Great Thanksgiving. The form of the Great Thanksgiving in this service 
is new, and it may involve an additional voice at the table (a deacon or other leader of 
the intercessions) plus your band or musicians to accompany the singing during the 
intercessions. Pastor, we recommend you rehearse the Great Thanksgiving in the 
worship space with your musicians, deacon or prayer leader at least five times the night 
before and at least three times before the service in the morning so your joint leadership 
at Communion is as smooth as possible.  
 
Today is Ascension Sunday  in the Christian Calendar. While we have chosen to use 
Easter 7 texts for this Sunday’s service, we have given a strong nod to the Ascension of 
Christ in musical selections, and particularly the opening song in the modern worship 
set.  
 
Tomorrow (May 29) is Memorial Day in the United States . Memorial Day is a US civil 
observance that recognizes people who have died in military service to this country. We 
have not provided resources for this civil observance in this service. You might consider 
adding a petition to the prayers for people who have died, and include those who have 
died in military service. Otherwise, we encourage you to encourage your congregation 
to participate in civil or other community observances as they may deem appropriate.  
 
Additional Resources 
2014 Planning Helps for The Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Botswana, Zimbabwe 
 

 
 

FORMATION GROUP NOTES 
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Each week’s group meetings during Easter Season point forward to the coming Sunday. 
For this week, your groups will continue to identify the ministries to which your group 
members are called and are willing to be commissioned during worship this coming 
Sunday (Pentecost).  
 
This is also the final formation group meeting of Easter Season.  
 
Here is a suggested agenda. 
 
1. Brief, informal time of gathering (10 minutes or so) with snacks to share. 
 
2. Formal gathering-- seated in a circle in chairs or around a table-- with requests for 
prayer for the coming week (10 minutes)-- and prayer led by the group leader or unison 
in the group. If the latter, one practice I’ve found useful in leading such groups is 
immediately after a person shares, the whole group pauses, then says in unison, “Into 
your hands, O God, we commend our sister/brother/sibling(s) Name(s).” Proceed to the 
next person and repeat until all who wish to offer requests for prayer have had the 
opportunity to do so. 
 
3. Teaching and Conversation-- (35 minutes)-- This week is part two of two sessions 
focused on the most intensive work you will do together as a formation group: 
identifying one ministry into which each person is willing, gifted, and supported by 
others in the group to be commissioned on Pentecost (this coming Sunday).  
 
This week, you will complete this process with group members who did not complete it 
last week. Next week, you’ll complete it with the other half. Use “Session 4” in “DIY 
Tools for Spiritual Gifts Discernment” as a guide for your discernment process. At the 
end of this session, half of your group members will have identified a specific ministry, 
concrete next steps for action, and will have received prayer and a pledge of personal 
support from other group members for the ministry they will pursue and into which they 
will be commissioned on Pentecost.  
 
This week also marks the completion of the work of this formation group. If you choose 
to continue to meet after Pentecost, we recommend that you consider doing so as a 
Covenant Discipleship Group. Our colleague, Steve Manskar, describes the process 
of forming a Covenant Discipleship Group in his “Covenant Discipleship Groups 
Webinar” (https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/covenant-discipleship-groups1). 
Registration to view the webinar is free. It is about an hour long. We recommend that 
those who are interested in continuing as one or more Covenant Discipleship Groups 
(ideal group size is 5-7) view the webinar together as part of their discernment. Many 
other resources are available to support your work as a Covenant Discipleship Group at 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/leadership-resources/covenant-discipleship.  
 
Whether you continue as a Covenant Discipleship Group or complete your journey 
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together here, take time to share with one another what has been helpful about this 
group to your faith and life and your thanks to God and one another for your time 
together. Perhaps consider having a reunion for fellowship over a meal or dessert or 
coffee at a later time as well.  
  
4. Gather in a circle or huddle, lay hands on one another, one by one, and pray in 
unison, “X, may you continue to grow in Christ in the days ahead.” 
  
5. Thank all for coming, and send  the group out to keep learning and living the baptism 
they have received. 
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EIGHTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

PENTECOST: FLOWING INTO ALL THE WORLD 
 
 

FULL SERVICE 
 
 
The font is front and center, able to be seen by all. If your font is small, (bowl about the 
size of a small or medium salad bowl)  consider replacing it with a much larger and very 
colorful bowl (18” or larger in diameter, lots of blues, reds, yellows, and oranges) on a 
stand for today. Or invite children to decorate a very large white ceramic bowl with these 
colors during Sunday school (if before worship) and use their decorated bowl as your 
font.  
 
Also, if the font is on carpet, consider covering the area around the font with plastic or 
other covering that can get wet safely, because the area will get wet today!  
 
ENTRANCE 
 
“Come to the Water” CCLI # 7049344 
“Come to the Water “ W&S 3114 (CCLI# 5272842) OR 
 
“Spirit of Faith, Come Down” UMH 332 
“We Know That Christ Is Raised” UMH 610 
  
WORD AND RESPONSE 
 
Time with Children 
Invite children to come to the font. Then invite them all to do something their parents 
might not normally let them do-- splash the water! The one rule is they have to go one at 
a time and can’t splash it on other children or on you. They each get one splash.  
 
Tell the children we’re celebrating the time when the Holy Spirit became so evident 
among the people that it was like what Jesus said would happen when the Holy Spirit 
would come. “Rivers of living water will flow out of their bellies.” Then say, “You’ve 
helped us imagine what water flowing out everywhere looks like! So thank you!”  
 
“Set a Fire” CCLI# 5911299 OR 
 
“Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” UMH 651 

(Alt Tunes: UMH 101 or 339)  
During the singing of the song or hymn, a reader (child or youth) processes to a 
microphone or the lectern, followed by someone waving a banner with red, orange, and 
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yellow “flames.” 
 
Reader 1 Acts 2:17-21 
 
During the reading, another reader (older adult) starts moving down a side aisle toward 
the font, followed by someone carrying a pole with long blue and green 
fabric/streamers. 
 
Reader 2 Isaiah 58:9b-11 
 
A deacon or the pastor joins the reader at the font. 
 
Deacon or Pastor John 7:37-39 
 
Sermon Flowing into the World 
 
Commissioning of Laypersons into Ministry 
Persons being commissioned in this service move toward the font, leaving the font 
visible for all to see. Children should also be invited to be able to see this action and 
participate in the laying on of hands.  
 
The pastor begins, addressing the congregation: 
My brothers and sisters in Christ: 
Today we give thankful witness 
to the work of the Holy Spirit 
in the lives of these who are gathered around this baptismal font. 
By water and the Spirit, they have been made new creatures in Christ. 
In the Spirit and with this body of Christ, 
they have discovered their gifts for ministry, 
connected with the passion for service that God has placed in each of their hearts. 
The Spirit moves in them, 
and living water is ready to gush from their bellies, 
in their ministries among us.  
 

 
Truly, the Spirit of the Lord is in this place.  
 
So, lift up your hearts and hands and voices! 
We lift them to you, Lord! 
 
Give thanks to our Triune God! 
Thanks and praise are yours forever! 
 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
you have poured out your mercy upon us. 

49 



You have opened eyes that were blind to the harvest around us. 
You have opened ears that were deaf to the cries of people  

who are sick, or poor, or imprisoned. 
You have opened minds that perceived only what others were missing  

to realize the deep giftedness of all people. 
You have opened hearts that were hardened to your compassion for all your creatures. 
You have opened hands that are now ready to serve you, 

laborers into your fields white to harvest. 
 

Blessing and honor and glory are yours, 
now and forever! 
 

Those being commissioned may be invited to state their name and offer a brief (one 
sentence) description of the ministry they will offer. A fuller written description of the 
ministry may be provided in the bulletin or worship program. After each person shares, 
the congregation may respond: 
 
Thank you, God, for (Name ) and for the ministry (she/he ) will offer. 

 
The pastor asks all candidates to face the door leading out of the sanctuary. From 
behind, the pastor lays hands on the shoulders of the person being commissioned., 
children also lay hands, and the pastor invites the congregation to stretch their hands in 
prayer toward the person being commissioned. When all are ready, the pastor 
continues: 

 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Fill your servant, (Name) , with grace and truth, 
with wisdom and strength, 
with every spiritual gift 
to engage this ministry in Christ’s name and your power. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
Fill us with your love for (Name) , 
that we may support (him/her)  in this ministry 
with our prayers, counsel, encouragement, 
and all things needed 
that your will be done in (him/her)  and through us. 
Let your living waters flow!  

 
After each person is commissioned, each may use the water in the font as a sign of 
reaffirming his/her baptismal calling. 
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After all are commissioned, the pastor and those newly commissioned lead the 
congregation in thanksgiving and intercession. 
 
THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION  [AND COMMUNION] 
 
Deacon or Pastor and newly commissioned: 
Together, let us pray. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed by thy name. 
 
Deacon or Pastor and newly commissioned: 
Thank you for the gifts you pour out upon all disciples. 
May we all use these gifts to your glory. 
 
Thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Deacon or Pastor and newly commissioned: 
Thank you for every sign of your kingdom at work among us.  
May we and all leaders in the world work for justice, freedom, and peace.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Deacon or Pastor and newly commissioned: 
Thank you for sustaining us in life and in ministry in your name. 
May we be bearers of life and sustenance to people everywhere. 
 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 
Silence. 
 
Deacon or Pastor and newly commissioned: 
Thank you for your abundant mercy. 
May we all be merciful as you are merciful. 
 
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  
 
Deacon or Pastor and newly commissioned: 
Thank you for all the ways you have delivered us. 
May all who are sick, suffering, persecuted, abused, or oppressed  
soon know and feel your saving power. 
 
A list of names may be read by the deacon or pastor, or the congregation may offer 
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names aloud individually or all at once, or silence may be kept. At an appropriate time, 
the deacon or pastor may proceed: 
 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power,  
and the glory 
forever. Amen.  
 
The pastor offers the peace of Christ, then sends the newly commissioned into the 
congregation to begin the exchange of the peace throughout the gathered community, 
and the ushers collect the offering.  
 
Music During Peace and Offering 

“Holy Spirit” CCLI# 4779872 OR 
“Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness” TFWS 2120 

 
 
[If Communion is celebrated, use BOW 68-69 for the Great Thanksgiving immediately 
after the offering, omitting the Lord’s Prayer before the breaking of the bread.) 
 
Music During Communion] 

 
 
SENDING FORTH 
Pastor: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you now, and always. 
 
“Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble” CCLI # 1097028 OR 
“In the Midst of New Dimensions” TFWS 2238 OR 
“We All Are One in Mission” TFWS 2243  
 
Deacon or Pastor: 
Flow into the world in peace, 
you rivers of the Holy Spirit!  Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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MUSIC NOTES 

 
Come to the Water (Crosby--CCLI #7049344) 

This delightful song is part what Integrity Music called “The Fanny Crosby 
Project,” which was released in 2015 as a tribute to Fanny Crosby’s hymns. The 
recording of this song was performed by Paul Baloche, and it is very singable and 
liturgically appropriate for a number of occasions. I would recommend accompanying 
with a folk ensemble (guitar, mandolin, bass, fiddle, brushed snare) if available. It is 
possible, however, to accompany with a number of instruments. The original key of D is 
a great key for congregational singing in this case. 
 
Come to the Water (W&S 3114) 

A virtual “who’s who” of songwriters came together to create this song of 
invitation, justice, and peace (I like to think of it as the “We Are the World” of modern 
worship music). I have found this to be one of the most powerful songs in the modern 
worship music repertoire because of the call to social action combined with Jesus’ 
invitation to come to the well and receive the water of life. The best accompaniment in 
this case is with a full band or rhythm section, although a driving piano or guitar can also 
work. The ideal key for congregational singing is F. 
 
Spirit of Faith, Come Down (UMH 332) 

This Pentecost hymn by Charles Wesley is an invitation for the Spirit to come 
down and “reveal the things of God.” This hymn witnesses to the power of the Holy 
Spirit in one another and the world. If your congregation is unfamiliar with the BEALOTH 
tune, it is also appropriate to use DIADEMATA, which is likely to be more common and 
aurally recognizable. 
 
We Know that Christ Is Raised (UMH 610) 

Few hymn tunes have as much power as ENGELBERG, which is a tune uniquely 
created for the organ. The text here points toward the universal saving grace in Christ, 
which fits very well with the theme of the day--Flowing Into All the World. Make sure the 
tune does not move too slowly until the final Alleluia. A metronome marking of 108 is 
recommended, but the phrase leading into the final Alleluia can be made much more 
grandiose. Organ is the ideal accompaniment, but the addition of brass can make this 
even more celebratory. History of Hymns 
 
Set a Fire (CCLI# 5911299) 

Short, cyclic songs are not very common in the modern worship music repertoire, 
but Will Reagan has created a song that resonates with the Wesleyan spirit. The text 
here conjures an image of the Spirit’s work that led John Wesley to have a 
heartwarming experience, and it can do the same to congregations who desire a 
vocabulary to express this through singing. Our CCLI Top 100 vetting team questioned 
and discussed the text, “I want more of you, God,” before coming to an understanding 
that this is a statement more of a thirst of the soul than God’s holding back toward 
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humanity. Accompany with piano, guitar, or full band. The song is quite simple and can 
be sung in the same manner as songs from Taizé: It is perfectly acceptable if you do not 
want to sing the opening introduction, but just the chorus repetitively instead. The ideal 
key for congregational singing is G. 
 
Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire (UMH 651) 

VENI CREATOR is one of the most well known melodies throughout the history 
of the ecumenical church, but it may well be unfamiliar to your congregation. Both the 
text and tune of this work are historic, but a proper tune for your setting will make this 
Pentecost hymn more poignant. If your church is familiar with this tune, that is 
wonderful! If another is needed, see the recommendations made in the worship order 
from The United Methodist Hymnal , No. 101 and 339. Because of syllabic emphasis at 
the beginning of each stanza, my preference between these two is HURSLEY (339). 
Accompany with organ or piano. 
 
Holy Spirit (CCLI# 4779872) 

Stuart Townend and Keith Getty have created a modern hymn that embraces the 
work of the Spirit in the church today. This will need to be in your congregation’s 
repertoire of newer music because of the lush, rich harmony and the poignancy of the 
text. Keep in mind, however, that this is not the “fiery” character of many Pentecost 
hymns; it is much more intimate, taking on the character of a personal prayer. However, 
through its singing, it can become the prayer of a gathered body just as easily. It is best 
accompanied on organ or piano, although I imagine this would also sound beautiful with 
a string quartet. 
 
Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness (TFWS 2120) 

In this hymn by James K. Manley, the Spirit of God is the same Spirit working in 
the forming of creation, the wandering of Israel, the birth of Christ, and the birth of the 
church at Pentecost. The perpetual motion of the left hand in the piano accompaniment 
embodies the movement of the Spirit, a prodding that keeps the tune moving forward. 
The ideal accompaniment is piano, but adding a solo instrument would also add some 
depth to the musical texture. Keep the tempo moving to make some of the longer 
phrases accessible under one breath for your congregation. 
 
Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble (CCLI # 1097028) 

This song is a great representation of the character of modern worship music 
from the 1990s. The line of questioning presented in the verses is answered with the 
confident ring of the text within the chorus: “Songs that bring your hope, songs that 
bring your joy.” The awareness I would advocate in the singing of this hymn, however, 
comes from the final verse: “Do you feel the darkness tremble.” When the image of 
“darkness” is not used against the countering scriptural image of “brightness” or “light,” it 
can come with serious racial implications. With this in mind, I would advocate singing 
the first two verses of this song, along with pre-chorus and chorus material, and omitting 
the final verse. The ideal accompaniment is guitar or full band, and the best key for 
most congregations is Bb. 
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In the Midst of New Dimensions (TFWS 2238) 

In the midst of the mission of the church, we find a bold spirit of proclamation that 
leads into new dimensions of ministry. When God leads with “rainbow, fiery pillar,” or 
“where the eagles soar,” we stand together along the journey. On the day regarded as 
the birthday of the church, this song should be sung often to remind us that the future is 
where the Spirit of God calls and takes us. The ideal accompaniment of this march-like 
tune is organ. Make sure the tempo is brisk enough to sustain five stanzas and allow 
the registration of the stanzas to vary and reflect the nature of the text. 
 
We All Are One in Mission (TFWS 2243) 

Retired Lutheran pastor and hymn writer Rusty Edwards has crafted a hymn that 
celebrates the varied gifts of the body of Christ in mission, service, and call. 
KUORTANE is a very singable text with an A A’ B A’ form, which means that it should 
be very teachable as well. The only phrase completely different among the four is the 
third phrase, and since it is the highest part of the vocal range of the hymn, be sure to 
cue the congregation so they know to anticipate the high note near the beginning of the 
phrase. The ideal accompaniment is organ or piano. History of Hymns 
 

 
PREACHING NOTES 

 
In the past, when I have planned for Pentecost, the primary image in my mind has been 
fire: flames, like tongues of fire, raining down from heaven to earth, and alighting on the 
people gathered in Jerusalem; flames on the cake that celebrates the birthday of the 
church; red stoles and banners with flames in vivid shades of red, orange and yellow; 
streamers and balloons in these same vibrant colors filling the air and the skies. 
Pentecost is a day for fire! 

So when we read the texts for Pentecost aloud at our planning retreat and tried to hear 
them again as if for the first time, I think all of us—my colleagues on the worship team, 
Amy Sigmon, Taylor Burton-Edwards, Jackson Henry, and I—found ourselves struck 
not just by images of fire, but by of all four of the primary elements believed in Western 
culture to be fundamental to life: earth, air, fire, water. It is interesting that all four 
elements appear in the readings for Pentecost. Especially prominent in the readings is 
the image of water. 

During the season of Lent, we focused on preparing the community of the faithful to 
receive (or refresh with) the waters of the baptismal covenant on Easter morning. Over 
these last Great Fifty Days of Easter we have been talking about living into that 
covenant made by water and the Spirit. And now, today, we hear God speaking to us 
strongly in these texts through the words about water. This is why we asked our children 
to help us focus on the waters of our baptismal covenant at the start of today’s service. 
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So instead of playing with fire this Pentecost, I want to invite you to play with water. 

Especially I want to focus on Jesus’ words in the Gospel reading for this holy day: “ On 
the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried out, 
“Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,  and let the one who believes in me drink. As the 
scripture has said, ‘Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water’” (John 
7:37-38, NRSV).  
  
Out of the hearts, or, to be more accurate to the Greek, out of the center of the bellies 
of believers, rivers of living water shall flow. 
  
Jesus is talking about us! He is talking about his own followers when he references the 
passage from the prophet Isaiah! He’s talking about our  beliefs and our  bellies! He’s 
calling forth living water—the same living water he offered to the Samaritan woman at 
the well—to flow from the center of each one of us, out into the world. 
  
We live in a world that desperately needs a drink. People are thirsty. Around the globe, 
people are literally thirsty—for clean, safe water to quench their parched lips. 
  
But Jesus knew that our thirst could not be quenched simply by the physical element of 
water. Yes, God calls us first and foremost to care for the basic physical needs of God’s 
people. But we must offer more than just physical care. Because people are thirsty for 
more than the meeting of their physical needs. People are thirsty for a word of hope, a 
sign of peace, a promise of a better tomorrow, and an abundant life not just for the 
present generation, but for future generations. 
  
I don’t know about you, but I struggle to drink the recommended six to eight glasses of 
water recommended for good health. I have to work to get it in. Most days, I am not 
successful, so I spend my life somewhat dehydrated and thirsty. But even as I write 
these words, I know that this is a problem only to those who are privileged to have daily 
access to an unlimited supply of safe, clean drinking water. 
  
According to The Water Project, over one billion people in the world suffer from water 
scarcity: 
  

. . .water scarcity is either the lack of enough water (quantity) or lack of access to 
safe water (quality). 

It's hard for most of us to imagine that clean, safe water is not something that can 
be taken for granted. But, in the developing world, finding a reliable source of 
safe water is often time-consuming and expensive. This is known as economic 
scarcity. Water can be found...it simply requires more resources to do it. 

In other areas, the lack of water is a more profound problem. There simply isn't 
enough. That is known as physical scarcity. 
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The problem of water scarcity is a growing one. As more people put 
ever-increasing demands on limited supplies, the cost and effort to build or even 
maintain access to water will increase. And water's importance to political and 
social stability will only grow with the crisis. 

As I read about the crisis of water scarcity in our land and around the world, my mind 
and heart have led me to pause and pray for certain populations about whose water 
problems I am all too familiar. 

● I pray for my sisters and brothers in Flint, Michigan, who have been battling the 
city to repair their lead pipe infrastructure so that they can have access to safe, 
clean water since their crisis began in 2014. 

● I pray for the remaining inhabitants in the war-torn nation of Syria, many of whom 
are dying not from bullets or bombs, but because they cannot safely access 
water and food, they die in hiding from dehydration and starvation. 

● I pray for women and girls who must walk many miles each day to obtain water 
for their families. 

● I pray for the Meskwaki and Sioux tribal nations, especially those in the Standing 
Rock Reservation, who have been fighting the building of the Dakota Access 
pipeline, in part over concerns that this could potentially pollute their water 
supply. 

  
What water crises cause you to pause and pray? Are there water issues in your 
community? Is there an overabundance of water from flooding? Has water caused 
damage in the form of heavy storms? Is there a shortage due to drought? Is the water in 
your community safe to drink, or do you recommend bottled water? Do you take the 
faucet for granted, or do you understand that each time you pour a glass of water or 
take a shower or swim in a pool, you and those in your community are exercising the 
right of the privileged in this world? 
  
Our physical need for water is great. Water is not optional. But water is so much more 
than a substance necessary for physical survival. For me, water is a source of spiritual 
sustenance. 

I love the ocean. When I was a child, I saw the ocean only a few times. Our family lived 
far from the beach and vacations to places other than to visit family were rare. But when 
I was a young, single mother, at the urging of my dear friend and spiritual advisor Rev. 
Fred Conger, I initiated what has now become an annual pilgrimage to the sea. 

The ritual began when my two sons were still very young. It was not easy. I lived in 
Chicago, so getting to the beach in the Florida panhandle meant a fourteen-hour drive 
each way. As a single mom, I didn’t have very much money. I would save a little at a 
time all year, but even then, I would really only manage to store up just enough to pay 
for gas, food, and rent on a very basic, inexpensive seaside cottage for the week. There 
was never money to go to restaurants, or play mini golf, or go fishing, or enjoy a water 
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park. We didn’t even go to movies. When I took my sons to the beach, we cooked all 
our meals in our cottage and spent our time in the sand and water. 

I remember when I first started going, I found the sound of the waves so soothing. In the 
gentle lapping, I heard the heartbeat of the earth, pounding day in and day out, year 
after year, generation after generation, from the beginning of time to eternity. The sea 
felt like the source of life itself—the belly out of which the living water flowed into my 
sometimes troubled soul. I would sit in the sand watching my children and sob as I 
poured out my heart to God. 

Each year when I returned, through happy times and through times of intense pain and 
struggle, I found quenching for my parched soul. My annual trip became for me a yearly 
Pentecost moment in which I felt the Spirit of God being poured out on me through the 
living waters of the ocean. It restored my soul. It renewed my life. 

The good news is that on Pentecost, the people received the Holy Spirit! God poured 
out so much grace and love that the Spirit of Christ literally filled their hearts to 
overflowing. They drank in so much living water that some who witnessed their joyous 
response thought maybe they’d all had a little too much to drink. 

But we can’t drink too much of the living water that Christ offers. We can never drink too 
much of it. When the joy of the Spirit flows into us, we have to just open our mouths and 
our arms and our hearts as wide as we can and let the living water flow in. We have to 
let Christ fill us up so that his love and grace literally overflow out of us and into the 
world. That’s what he meant, I think, when he said, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to 
me, and let the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, ‘Out of the 
believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living water.’” 

We are believers who have drunk deeply of the living water of Jesus Christ. 

Out of our hearts shall flow rivers of living water upon all those whom we love in Christ’s 
name. 

This morning, as the Great Fifty Days of Easter come to an end, we are going to close 
the season by giving thanks that God has filled us to overflowing with the living water of 
Jesus Christ through this holy Easter season. We are going to give thanks to God by 
offering ourselves as vessels, pouring out Christ’s living water in ministry to all the 
world. 

If there are laypersons being commissioned for special ministries, invite them to come 
forward at this time for the service of commissioning. If not, we strongly encourage you 
to continue the service with prayers of intercession and the celebration of Holy 
Communion.  
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PLANNING NOTES 

PENTECOST: FLOWING INTO ALL THE WORLD 
 
 

Reading Notes 
NRSV texts, artwork and Revised Common Lectionary Prayers  for this service are available at 
the Vanderbilt Divinity Library. 
 
Leccionario en Español, Leccionario Común Revisado: Consulta Sobre Textos Comunes . 
 
Lectionnaire en français, Le Lectionnaire Œcuménique Révisé 
 
Calendar Notes 
EIGHTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
PENTECOST: FLOWING INTO ALL THE WORLD 
 
Colors are red.  
  
 
 
June 
June 4 Day of Pentecost (Easter Season Concludes) 
June 11 Trinity Sunday, Peace with Justice Sunday 
New Series Begins: From Chaos to Community 
June 18 Father’s Day (USA) 
June 19 Juneteenth 
 
July 
July 4 Independence Day 
  
August 
All Month Back to School Resources 
 
September 
All Month Season of Creation (2017 resources forthcoming) 
September 4 Labor Day (USA) 
September 15- 
October 15 Hispanic Heritage Month (USA) 
 
October 
All Month A Season of Saints (2017 resources forthcoming) 
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October 1 World Communion Sunday 

October 6-8 Children’s Sabbath (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 15 Laity Sunday (2017 resources forthcoming) 

October 31 Reformation Day (500th Anniversary) 

  
 
 
November 
November 1 All Saints Day 
November 3 World Community Day 
November 5 All Saints Sunday 

Daylight Saving Time Change Song (Fall)  
November 11 Veterans Day 
November 12 Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday 

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
November 19 Bible Sunday (National Bible Week November 19-26) 
November 23 Thanksgiving Day 
November 26 Christ the King/Reign of Christ Sunday 

United Methodist Student Day 
 
 
For Your Planning Team: PENTECOST: FLOWING INTO ALL THE WORLD 
 
In This Series and the Next 
1. End strong. Pentecost ends not only this four-week series, but the entire Easter 
Season. So we’ve switched up the worship space dramatically from what it has been in 
the past several weeks, and we include an act of commissioning the newly baptized or 
received  and others who have been part of the formation group process since Lent or 
Easter Season began. It’s a fitting climax to the series and the season and deeply in 
keeping with the historic roots and purposes of the feast of Pentecost, East and West.  
 
2. Segue well. The end of one series should flow directly into the next. Pentecost 
launches folks into ministry. This week that ministry begins with the blessing, support, 
and prayers of the congregation. Our new series, starting next week (“From Chaos to 
Community,” June 11-July 9) explores how God supports us in life and ministry through 
all the transitions of our lives, moving us from chaos to community.  
 
3. Preview what’s next. This isn’t quite the full “overture” for a series opening, but you 
might think of it as a “teaser trailer.” One way to capture the five themes we’ll explore in 
the next series “From Chaos to Community” with be with single words-- Conception, 
Birth, Weaning, Initiation, Legacy. Related words include Chaos, Laughter, Separation, 
Adulthood, Generations. Put these into a 15-30 second video loop, add some music 
(with permission), and you’ve got a simple but effective preview of what’s to come. 
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Logistics for This Service:  
 
Get help to set up the worship space.  You will need to pull out the dining table and 
chairs, put back the pulpit, move the font front and center and/or obtain a bigger font 
(large bowl on substantial stand) and provide for some sort of waterproofing covering for 
your floors around the font. Work out the logistics and the plans for moving things and 
putting waterproof coverings in place well in advance of the service.  
 
Setup for this service also involves commissioning, making, or finding the banners 
suggested for use during the various readings.  
 
Time with Children: This is not a typical part of the services we have provided in our 
series. Today, however, cries out for it. And it’s the primary reason we need 
waterproofing around the font. Children will be asked to splash water from the font 
during the “Time with Children,” and they should be asked back to the front to be part of 
the laying on of hands as people are being commissioned after the sermon and before 
the sending (we provide for Book of Worship  resources for Holy Communion but do not 
necessarily expect congregations to celebrate it today).  
 
Rehearse the readings and the processions involved with them. Choose a younger 
person and an older adult who can read well, and be sure they rehearse both their 
readings and how they (and the relevant banner waver) are getting to and from the font 
as well as the reading itself in the worship space with the sound amplification they’ll use 
in the service itself.  
 
Rehearse the commissioning with candidates before the service so they are 
comfortable and confident in their movement, very brief statements (rehearsal may help 
candidates make their statements briefer!), and responses during the service.  
 
 
 
Additional Resources 
2014 Planning Helps for Pentecost (Last Sunday of Easter) 
 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle: Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland 
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